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MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF LAW at ANDOVER

ASSET PLANNING AND PROTECTION

SYLLABUS

Fall 2011
Wednesdays  6:00 – 7:50
Instructor:
Judith Wolfe

Email: wolfe@mslaw.edu
Phone: 978.681.0800 ext 30

Text:

There is no textbook for this class.  Readings will be made 


available as the course progresses 

Notes:
This is a seminar focused on risks to individual wealth, management of risk, and preservation strategies.  This course is a team effort.  Together participants will survey current statutes, case law, policy and current legal practices affecting wealth.  You will explore some aspect of the topic of special interest to yourself, research it, write about it and make a presentation to the class. 

. 

Grading:
Grades will be based upon classroom participation/quizzes (75 points), the research paper (proposal 50 points, first draft 100 points, final paper 150 points, oral presentation 75 points) and final exam (75) points.  

CLASS SCHEDULE
August 24
Overview of seminar.  What’s mine is Mine. Review of property ownership characteristics, related issues, challenges and risks. (sole ownership, tenancy in common, joint tenancy, tenancy by the entirety, shareholder, and trust beneficiary interests.)

Aug. 31
And you can’t have it!  Statutory protections, protection devices, safe harbors, foreign harbors etc.

Sept. 6 
Shell games. Fraudulent conveyance issues. Twyne’s Case, M.G.L.§109A(Uniform Fraudulent Conveyance Act. (U.F.C.A.)Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act (U.F.T.A.) Discuss proposals for seminar research papers.

Sept. 14 Turn in proposal for seminar research paper. Shell games continued. U.F.T.A. discussion.  Fraudulent conveyance and the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005 discussion.  Introduction to “Cohabitation” property issues.

Sept. 21 Research proposal returned.  “But, honey two can live cheaper than one!”  Cohabitation property issues. Antenuptial agreements.  

Sept. 28  “With this ring . . . “  Discussion Mass. Gen L. ch 207, property rights between spouses and obligations to spouse creditors, elective share, family partnerships, LLC., etc.
Oct. 5  The parties over. . .   Marriage/Civil Unions, Divorce, No assignment.

Oct. 12
Draft of papers due.  M.S.L. produced videos. 

Oct. 19
Papers Returned. .   Individual conferences on papers.

Oct. 26     O.K. but who’s in charge here? Choosing business entity format (ownership, control and liability issues) for a law office

Nov. 2      “But am I covered?”    Insurance,   Ethics.  

Nov. 9   Passing it on.  Intended and unintended beneficiaries.  No assignment

Nov. 16 
Final Paper due –  distributed to class.  The taxman cometh. . .  Taxation issues - audits, liens etc

Nov. 23   Presentation of research projects. 

NOV. 30 1 Final Exam (Based on the research projects of fellow classmates.
