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MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF LAW at ANDOVER

SYLLABUS

Advanced Research Skills
Spring 2012 
Tuesdays 10:00 – 11:50

Prerequisites 
Writing and Legal Research and Writing and Legal Advocacy
A WORK IN PROGRESS
AN OPPORTUNITY: to scout the sources of law; to target issues; to develop research strategies; to design precise search term queries; to efficiently mine print resources; to efficiently  mine internet resources; to assess the validity and relevance of resources and data gathered; to capture useful blogs, list-servs, and focused web pages, to be prepared for contingencies with alternative back up strategies and to participate in one field trip to work in various courthouses on class related projects.  

Students will create a pathfinder on a topic of particular interest to the student.  
Jan. 17, 2012   Introduction, Pathfinder description, skills inventory, in-house tour of the library
Jan. 24, 2012   Sources of the Law.  
Jan. 31, 2012
In class exercise in reading and understanding Statutes, and Codes (by any other name)
Feb. 7, 2012   Finding Statutes and codes (print and electronic)
Feb. 14, 2012   In class exercise understanding judicial decisions (judge/jury etc.)
Feb. 21, 2012   Finding decisions (print and electronic)
Feb. 28, 2012   Introduction to Administrative law resources 
Mar. 6, 2012   Fact Pattern analysis – developing a legal theory

Mar. 13, 2012   (Spring Break )

Mar. 20, 2012   Language – search string analysis (print/electronic)
Mar 27, 2012   Search engines (features, pros and cons)
Apr. 3, 2012    Field Trip
Apr. 10, 2012   Pathfinder presentations
Apr. 17, 2012   Wrap-up.  Review

Apr. 24, 2012   Final


Grade will be based on the Pathfinder, graded assignments plus the final.  The Final exam will be a research exercise to be completed in the library. 
