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MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF LAW at ANDOVER


SYLLABUS for 

Writing & Legal Reasoning, Spring 2012
Director: 
Professor Vietzke
Required Texts:
Just Writing, Anne Enquist & Laurel Currie Oates



The Lawyer's Craft, Glaser, Lieberman, Ruescher, & Su

Wed, January 18, 2012
Introduction to Legal Analysis

Just Writing

READ: pp 1-24

Lawyer's Craft

READ: pp 1-15

ASSIGNMENT: Do all exercises pp 16-18

Mon, January 23, 2012
Reading Cases & Writing Case Briefs

Just Writing

READ: pp 25-51
Lawyer's Craft

READ: pp 39-57

ASSIGNMENT: Do all exercises pp 58-62

Wed, January 25, 2012
Analyzing Legal Issues

Just Writing

READ: pp 53-68
Lawyer's Craft

READ: pp 19-34

ASSIGNMENT: Do all exercises pp 35-38

Mon, January 30, 2012
Outlining

Just Writing

READ: pp 69-95
ASSIGNMENT: Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercise 51.

Wed, February 1, 2012
OUTLINE OF FIRST PAPER DUE 

Outline Workshop (Bring enough copies of outline for everyone in class and professor)

Just Writing

READ: pp 96-146
Mon, February 6, 2012
Introduction to IRAC

Just Writing

READ: pp 147-161
Lawyer's Craft

READ: pp 63-72

ASSIGNMENT: Do all exercises pp 73-77. Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercises 114 & 115.

Wed, February 8, 2012
ANALOGY PAPER DUE

Formulating Rules from Cases

In-class writing #1 

Mon, February 13, 2012
OUTLINE FOR CASE ANALYSIS/ANALOGY PAPER DUE (bring copies for everyone)
Just Writing

READ: pp 163-178
ASSIGNMENT: Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercises 69, 70, & 71.

Wed, February 15, 2012
Analyzing Statutory Issues

Just Writing

READ: pp 178-197
Lawyer's Craft

READ: pp 79-97

ASSIGNMENT: Do all exercises pp 98-103. Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercises 38, 39, & 100.
Mon, February 20, 2012
DRAFT OF CASE ANALYSIS/ANALOGY PAPER DUE

Preparing for and Writing the Law School Exam

Lawyer's Craft

READ: pp 198-202
In-class writing #2 

Wed, February 22, 2012
Just Writing

READ: pp 209-230
ASSIGNMENT: Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercises 78 & 79.

Mon, February 27, 2012
Introduction to Argument
Lawyer's Craft
READ: pp 322-326

READ: Handouts 

Just Writing

READ: pp 230-256
ASSIGNMENT: Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercises 80, 81, 82, and 83.

Wed, February 29, 2012
CASE ANALYSIS/ANALOGY PAPER DUE

In-class writing #3

Mon, March 5, 2012  
Punctuation
Just Writing

READ: pp 202-207
ASSIGNMENT: Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercises 90, 92, and 96.
Wed, March 7, 2012
OUTLINE FOR ARGUMENT ANALYSIS DUE

Outline workshop (bring enough copies for everyone, including professor)

March 12 & 14 – SPRING BREAK

Relax!
Mon, March 19, 2012
Writing for Readability

Lawyer's Craft

READ: pp 177-209

ASSIGNMENT: Do all exercises on pp 210-214. Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercises 85, 86, & 89.

Wed, March 21, 2012
ARGUMENT ANALYSIS PAPER DUE

Revising for Effectiveness and Editing for Readability
Lawyer's Craft

READ: pp 215-223

ASSIGNMENT: Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercises 73, 74, and 87.
Mon, March 26, 2012
Persuasive Writing

ASSIGNMENT: Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercises 118, 119, and 120.

Wed, March 28, 2012
OUTLINE FOR ARGUMENT I PAPER DUE

Persuasive Writing

ASSIGNMENT: Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercises 111 and 112.

Mon, April 2, 2012
The Argument

ASSIGNMENT: Computer-assigned exercises: go to the web site http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm and do exercise 170.

Wed, April 4, 2012
Introduction to Research with Professor Wolfe (Part 1)
Mon, April 9, 2012
ARGUMENT I PAPER DUE

In-class writing #4 – IRAC

Wed, April 11, 2012
Introduction to Research with Professor Wolfe (Part 2)

Wed, April 18, 2012
OUTLINE OF ARGUMENT II DUE

Conferences
Mon, April 23, 2012
In-class writing #5 – IRAC
Wed, April 25, 2012
TBD
Mon, April 30, 2012
ARGUMENT II PAPER DUE
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