Mass. Law Writing and Analysis

Course Syllabus, Summer 2009
SAT 8-12 AM
Prof. Ursula Furi-Perry, Esq.
Ph: (978) 374-8155

M: (978) 476-9704

ursula@furiperry.com
Description:

This class provides intensive summer preparation for the essay portion of the Massachusetts bar exam. It focuses on honing and improving students’ analytical and writing skills, with a special emphasis on the analytical and writing skills used for successful completion of the essay portion of the bar examination. Students will explore issue spotting techniques and methods of analysis; learn helpful tips for writing essay exams, constructing readable paragraphs, and organizing essays; receive personalized feedback on essays; and review the substantive law necessary to write the essay exam. 
Course Overview:

This is an intensive writing class, and students will complete 20 graded essays, in addition to other assignments, exercises, and scheduled readings. Students should have completed all six substantive courses tested by the Multistate Bar Exam before taking this course.
You will complete 10 timed in-class essays (bar exam questions from prior exams) during the semester: one question per week on the first five Saturdays, and a five-question final exam on the last day of class. You will also prepare 10 additional essay questions at home under time constraints. You will receive individual feedback on all written assignments. Late assignments will not be accepted.
Text:
Bar Essay BootCamp by Michael L. Coyne, Joseph Devlin, Ursula Furi-Perry and Peter M. Malaguti (Bar Exam BootCamp, 2009)
Grading:

Each assignment will be graded on a seven-point scale, consistently with the grading employed by the Massachusetts Bar Examiners. At the end of the course, you will receive either a “passing” or “failing” grade. Your grade will be based on the following assignments and allocation of points:

5 in-class essays, worth 7 points each (35 points total)

10 take-home essay assignments, worth 7 points each (70 points total)

Final exam worth 35 points (3 hours, 5 essays worth 7 points each)
OVERVIEW OF WEEKLY TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS:
READ for the first class: Chapters 1, 2 and 3
PREPARE for the first class: Essays 1 and 2

Saturday, May 30:
Substantive Topics: Torts, Contracts, Property
Writing Topics: Overview; Reading and understanding the question; Issue spotting; Outlining
· Course overview and introductions

· Reading and understanding the question

· Issue spotting

· Issue spotting exercises and hypos

· Outlining and organizing your thoughts
· Outlining practice exercise

· Torts in-class essay

READ for the next class: Chapters 4 and 5
PREPARE for the next class: Essays 4 and 5
Saturday, June 6:
· Components of a great bar essay

· The TAAC method of analysis

· Paragraph construction

· Constructing readable paragraphs exercise

· Essay organization 

· Organization exercise

· UCC in-class essay

Substantive Topics: Domestic relations, Commercial law/UCC
Writing Topics: Paragraph construction; Essay organization

READ for the next class: Chapters 6, 7 and 8
PREPARE for the next class: Essays 6 and 8
Saturday, June 13:

· Thesis? Issue? Conclusion? 

· Stating your thesis

· Pinpointing the rule

· Stating the rule and getting your knowledge of the law across to the examiners

· Comparing rule statements

· Weaving the law and the facts together

· Practicing your S.O.U.N.D. Bytes

· Evidence in-class essay

Substantive Topics: Evidence, Constitutional Law, Criminal Law

Writing Topics: Thesis statements; Pinpointing the rule; Stating the rule
READ for the next class: Chapters 9 and 10

PREPARE for the next class: Essays 9 and 10

Saturday, June 20:

· Characteristics of S.O.U.N.D. analysis

· Honing your analytical skills

· Comparing previous bar essay answers

· Writing tips
· Honing your general writing skills

· Crafting readable essays

· Civil Procedure in-class essay

Substantive Topics: Professional Responsibility, Federal Jurisdiction/Civil Procedure
Writing Topics: Analysis; General writing skills

READ for the next class: Chapters 11 and 12

PREPARE for the next class: Essays 11 and 12

Saturday, June 27:

· Practicing concise writing

· Tips on timing issues

· Tips for editing and revision

· Editing and revising actual bar essay answers

· Business Associations in-class essay

· Individual student conferences and feedback (as time allows)

Substantive Topics: Wills and Trusts, Business Associations

Writing Topics: Concision and writing under a time crunch; Editing, proofreading and revision

Saturday, July 4: NO CLASS FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Saturday, July 11:

FINAL EXAM 8 AM – 11 AM (3 hours; 5 previously released MA essay questions)

Final Exam Feedback and Final Run-through 11 AM – NOON
Substantive Topics: ALL
Writing Topics: ALL 

