
Richard comes to your office today with a request for legal advice. He wants to know his
options. What are the legal issues confronting Richard -and how would you advise him?

Ri.'chard moved out oftlle marital home on October 2,2008. He moved in with his sister
. at 25 C~rryBlossom Drive inthe town ofMarjorie,in the State ofButts. Common law

marriage is recognized in the State ofButts. .

~IIDTERlVl EVALUATION
Family Law - Fall 2008

Directions: Please consider the problem belowand take time to organize a
thorough response to the question. Submit a written, essay-style response in no
more than one (1) blue book. Do not submit your outline or organizational notes.
WKITE I.JNl.Y YOlJ"R SOCIAL :SECURITY NUl\;IBER-ON THE BLUE BOOK TO
PRESERVE ANONYMITY OF GRADING.

Problem: JL9r-1
?~5

Richard George and Pia Girolamo fell in lov .oon after they met at a concert. On June,). ro ~ ~U
13,2002, Richard 6 ,married Pia G. in religious ~eremon in the State ofDale, where )'-"

C\'f\L ~~.:.::..~=~. '] .~ ~eremoni iage is recognized as eg . They lived together as husband and
wife in the tate ofDale ntil just recently when Richard began suspecting that Pia was
unfaithful to him. He had heard from a friend that Pia was spending a considerable
amount of time at a restaurant in the nearby state ofButts. Two weeks ago, Richard went
to Chili's for lunch, and took a table near the back of the restaurant. He saw Pia enter
with an older man. They took a booth together and sat very close to one another. Pia
looked enthralled with every word uttered by the olderman. They laughed
conspiratoriously and the man touched Pia's hand often during their encounter. When the
couple left the restaurant, Richard also exited, a safe distance behind, and saw that each
had departed in a different direction. The next day, Richard observed a similar meeting
between his wife and the 01 . Laterthat dayRichard discovered an envelope in
Pia's car, addressed ". Josephs"'. t 52 Sugaridge Road in the town ofO'Keefe ill the
State ofButt.s..,.,..It was'postmarked September 22,2008. Richard confronted Pia about this

\J\ .and she informed,,him that prior to her marriage to Richard, she had been living with a
~.;::; former boyfriend, ~rew Josephs, at that address in the state ofButts. Pia told Richard
\~Uj that sheha~ recently ~eard from .And:ew because he had received ~~me correspond~nce .

c)Y for her at his address ill Butts. PIa saId that she met Andrew at ChiIt's and he had gIven It
. to her. Although Pia denied having. an extramarital affair with Andn;}~~~Richard felt
rv\~ betrayed. T every Ilext day, a Richard's friend reported seeing Pia excitii g a

O~...-"") . ominiumu - ugarn ge Road in O'Keefe. Since then, Richa.rd has been sick at
the thought that his wife may have been living a secret life and that there were impOliant
thinai.h&.did not know about Pia at time of their m.arriage. He has been unable to \ .I,. 10 L d;.j)1-J--
seep or eat wen.... ince these events began. _---------J. Gjvr-- VLI 1
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