First Assignment for Family Law On-Line Students






Fall 2011
Complete the readings shown on the Family Law Syllabus for Fall 2011 (Week 1).  Download and listen to the class for Week 1, after August 22, 2011. Then, compose written responses to the following questions which are based on the readings and discussions for Week 1 in the Family Law Syllabus. They are to be submitted to your instructor in writing, by e-mail, at Condurelli@mslaw.edu, on or before September 5, 2011.  
In coming weeks, written responses to questions will be due within two weeks of the date that the questions were posted.  Please label your e-mail by entitling your responses “Week 1 Responses” in the subject line of your e-mail.  Do this each week for your Week 2, 3, 4…Responses.  This will better ensure that you will get credit for submitting the responses.   Late responses will not be accepted. 

Questions: Please compose detailed responses to the following questions based on the readings assigned for August 22nd.  Thorough responses are expected, demonstrating your understanding of the readings and your ability to explain the law as it relates to the questions assigned.  

Question #1-Why would a person marry? What are the advantages/disadvantages in society and in the law? 
Question #2 – Should a family be defined only as a group of persons who are related by blood, marriage or adoption?  What are the problems involved in defining “family” in this way? Should unrelated individuals who share housing be considered a “family” for any purposes? 

Question #3 -  Explain why Justice Powell does not join in the majority opinion of the Zablocki case.  What is his point? 

Question #4 – How would you reconcile the conclusions reached by the Singh court with those reached by the May court   Is there a rule of law that emerges?

Question #5 - Consider the restrictions on marriage imposed by MGL Ch. 207, Sec. 1, 2 & 3. Do these statutes impose undue restrictions on a person’s freedom to marry? And, should any limit be imposed on the power of society to regulate marriage?
