RACIAL EQUALITY AND AMERICAN JURISPRUDENCE

Instructor:
Professor Puller
Email:

 puller@mslaw.edu 

Phone:

MSL Office 
978-681-0800



Law Office 
508-222-4415

Text:

The Supreme Court, Race, and Civil Rights, Davis and Graham

Class Time:

Saturday 8:00 – 10:45
Purpose: 

The purpose of this course is to give the law student a fuller understanding of the state and condition of black American civil rights in America today. The course endeavors to show the student that the issues of black civil rights was not just an issue of  the 1960’s, or the Jim Crow era post Reconstruction or even the American Civil War,  but has been an issue predating the inception of our nation. 

Objective:
 
The objective is that our students, perspective lawyers in the 3rd century, with a solid grasp of the roots and history of racial civil rights in America will comprehend how the Black Civil Rights Movement has been the springboard for other disenfranchised groups coming to the forefront. And further that liberties fought and attained by the efforts of the Black Civil Rights Movement have improved civil liberties for all Americans. 
Goals:
 
One of the primary Goals is to assist the student to evaluate the civil rights movement in terms of its goals and objectives in America today and in the new century. Further, to consider how the goals and objectives of the movement and the strategies to bring America’s claims of justice and equality in line with it practices might need to be modified or drastically changed in modern America. 

Description:

The course will look at the history of the Black Civil Right Movement at it very roots, at the founding of the nation and race as an issue. We will look at the “movement” as it developed through the 19th and 20th century. Our primary view will be through decisions of United States Supreme Court; how the Court affected the “movement” and how the “movement” was effected by the Court.
Grading: 

Students are expected to be prepared for every class, be familiar 
Criteria:
with the reading assignment and be prepared for class discussion and participation. There will be a midterm with an analytical paper as well as several short papers during the year, and a final exam. All of the above will be factors in your final grade.  
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