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MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF LAW at ANDOVER 
Syllabus for

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Spring Semester 2008
Professor Kurt Olson

Tuesday/Thursday 7:30-8:45 p.m.
REQUIRED BOOK
Lisa G. Lerman & Philip G. Schrag, Ethical Problems in the Practice of Law (2005).
All students are also required to obtain copies of the Model Rules of Professional Conduct and the Model Code of Judicial Conduct. You can either purchase copies (they could be pricey), or you can obtain copies on the web site of the American Bar Association. By the way, there is an underscore _ between “mprc” and “toc.html”.
http://www.abanet.org/cpr/mrpc/mrpc_toc.html
http://www.abanet.org/cpr/mcjc/home.html
THIS IS IMPORTANT: Any time you see a Model Rule or a section from the Code of Judicial Conduct listed in the reading, READ IT! The only way to pass the MPRE is to become familiar with the rules. Even though I can’t force you to read and learn to apply the rules, you have to pass the MPRE before you can be admitted to practice. Thus, self-interest (if not interest in the subject matter) should compel you to want to read and understand the rules.   
Week 1 – January 22 & 24
1/22: Movie or Video (TBA)
1/24: Required Reading: Syllabus; Foreward, Preface, and Introduction; pp. 1-54.
Topic(s): Introduction to the course; Institutions 

 and legal rules that affect lawyers; Admission to the Bar (begin).

Problem Assigned: 1-1
Week 2 – January 29 & 31
1/29: Required Reading: pp. 54-80.
Topic(s): Admission to the Bar (cont.); Professional 

 Discipline.
Problem Assigned: 1-2 
1/31: Required Reading: pp. 80-108.
Topic(s): Reporting other lawyers’ misconduct.
Problems Assigned: 1-3 & 1-4
Week 3 – February 5 & 7
2/5: Required Reading: pp. 109-128.
Topic(s): Confidentiality: the basic principle; Revelation of past criminal conduct.
Problems Assigned: 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, & 2-5
2/7: Required Reading: pp. 128-138. 
Topic(s): Confidentiality: The risk of future injury or

Death
Problem Assigned: 2-6
Week 4 – February 12 & 14
2/12: Required Reading: pp. 138-162.
Topic(s): Confidentiality: client fraud; Other confidentiality issues. 
Problem Assigned: 2-7
 
2/14: Required Reading: pp. 163-201.
Topic(s): The attorney client privilege and the work product doctrine
Problems Assigned: 3-2 & 3-4
Week 5 – February 19 & 21
2/19: Required Reading: pp. 203-217.
Topic(s): Lawyers & clients: forming the lawyer-client relationship; Lawyers as clients’ agents

Problems Assigned: 4-1 & 4-2

2/21: Required Reading: pp. 217-256.
Topic(s): Duties of competence, honesty, communication, & diligence
Problems Assigned: 4-3 & 4-5
Week 6 - February 26 & 28
2/26: Required Reading: pp. 256-278. 

Topic(s): Representing clients with diminished capacity; Terminating a lawyer-client relationship
Problems Assigned: 4-7 & 4-8
2/28: Required Reading: pp. 279-304.
Topic(s): Concurrent conflicts of interest; General principles; Current clients in civil litigation: suing a current client
Problems Assigned: 5-1 & 5-2
Week 7 – March 4 & 6
3/4: Required Reading: pp. 304-309
Topic(s): Current clients in civil litigation (cont.); Cross examining current clients; Representing co-plaintiffs or co-defendants; Representing economic competitors; Conflicts in public interest litigation

Problems Assigned: 5-3 & 5-4
3/6: Required Reading: pp. 310-330.
Topic(s): Taking inconsistent positions in litigation; Representing organizations; Representing co-defendants in criminal proceedings (begin)
Problems Assigned: 5-5, 5-7, & 5-8
March 11 & 13: NO CLASSES – SPRING BREAK
Week 8 - March 18 & 20
3/18: Required Reading: pp. 330-341.
Topic(s): Representing co-defendants in criminal proceedings (cont.); Conflicts in representing family members; Representing insurance companies and insured persons 
Problems Assigned: 5-9 & 5-10
3/20 (Spring Begins!): Required Reading: pp. 343-384.

Topic(s): Successive conflicts; Imputation of conflicts
Problems Assigned: 6-3 

Week 9 – March 25 & 27
3/25: Required Reading: pp. 384-402.
Topic(s): Conflicts issues for present and former government lawyers; Conflicts rules for active and former judges, law clerks, arbitrators, and mediators
Problem Assigned: 6-6
3/27: Required Reading: pp. 403-440.
Topic(s): Conflicts of interest between lawyers and 

clients; Legal fees: hourly billing 
Problems Assigned: 7-1
Week 10 – April 1 & 3
4/1: Required Reading: pp. 440-471.
Topic(s): Legal fees (cont.); Other conflicts between lawyers and clients
Problem Assigned: 7-4  
4/3: Required Reading: pp. 473-498.

Topic(s): Duties to courts, adversaries, & others; Pre-complaint investigation; Candor to tribunals (begin)
Problems Assigned: 8-1 & 8-2
Week 11 – April 8 & 10
4/8: Required Reading: pp. 498-510.
Topic(s): Candor to tribunals (cont.); Misleading a court without lying; False impressions; Coaching
Problems Assigned: 8-3 & 8-4   
4/10: Required Reading: pp. 510-520.
Topic(s): Candor to tribunals (cont.); Concealment of evidence: criminal cases
Problem Assigned: 8-8
Week 12 – April 15 & 17
4/15: Required Reading: pp. 520-530.

Topic(s): Candor to tribunals (cont.); Discovery in civil cases
Problem Assigned: 8-9
4/17: Required Reading: pp. 530-560.

Topic(s): Candor to tribunals (cont.); Adverse legal authority; Ex parte proceedings; Improper influence on judges and juries; Non-adjudicative proceedings; Deception of third parties
Problem Assigned: 8-11
Week 13 – April 22 & 24
4/22: Required Reading: pp. 560-581.
Topic(s): Restrictions on contact with represented and unrepresented parties
Problems Assigned: 8-13
4/24: Required Reading: pp. 631-659.

Topic(s): The provision  of legal services: The unmet need for legal services; Unauthorized practice; Advertising and solicitation; Interstate practice; Ownership of law firms; Multidisciplinary practice; Limited representation
Problem Assigned: 10-1
Week 14 – April 29 & May 1
4/29: Required Reading: pp. 659-694.

Topic(s): The right to counsel for indigent persons; Civil legal aid; Fee shifting statutes; Pro bono representation; The debt problem for law graduates

Problems Assigned: 10-5 & 10-6

5/1:  Review for Final Exam.


 Answering MPRE questions.  
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