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MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF LAW at ANDOVER


SYLLABUS for 

Writing for Lawyers, Fall 2010

DIRECTOR:
Andrej Thomas Starkis - Massachusetts School of Law
978.681.0800/ astarkis@mslaw.edu
Course:
This course has two closely related components: clear writing and clear thinking.  Both will be emphasized throughout the semester.  In the first half of the semester we will also review some basics of English grammar.  Because lawyers must be able to use the written word to argue effectively, the course aims to sharpen students' persuasive skills.  The paper topics have been chosen to strengthen logical skills and writing abilities.  Students will construct arguments of their own and criticize those of others, essential skills for an attorney.

This semester we will also work through in-class writings on the structured legal analysis known as IRAC (Issue, Rule, Analysis (or Application), and Conclusion), particularly useful in writing law school exams.

Papers:
All out-of-class papers, including first drafts, must be typed, double-spaced with the pages stapled at the upper left corner.  This is a workshop course; much class time is spent reading and commenting on others' papers.  Therefore, when first drafts are due, you must bring a copy of your paper for every member of the class and one for the instructor.  (As the semester progresses, we may break into smaller groups (within each small-group section) to workshop your papers; in that event, your instructor may have you bring a copy of your paper for each member of your small group.)  At the end of the semester you must turn in a portfolio of all your original graded papers.  Do not lose or discard them.
Grading:
Your grade will be based on your performance on the out-of-class and in-class writing assignments and on a mid-semester Technical Skills Exam.  No extra credit will be given for class participation, which is expected of all students.  Your grade, however, may be lowered half a letter grade for lack of participation.  And because this is a workshop class, persistent unexcused absence from class may result in a failing grade.

The nature and point distribution of the papers and the exam are as follows:

Analogy
10
points

In-class I
 5


Fact (Storytelling)
10


Technical Skills Exam
15

In-class II
 5


Analysis
10


Argument I
15

In-class III
10


Argument II
20
          

100
points
Each paper will be graded based on the number of points it is worth.  Fractional points may be awarded.  Your final grade for the course will be based on – but may reflect things other than – the total points earned during the semester.  MSL adheres to a firm C/C+ median grading policy.  Unlike the grades at other institutions you may have attended, a C+ is an indicator of solid, acceptable performance at MSL.


Submission of polished drafts on the dates due is required.  (The “First Draft” assigned for  papers is not merely your first venture from the first word to the last; it is your best effort at a finished, edited product.)  Any student who does not bring a draft of a paper to class on the date it is due will have 20% deducted from the grade of that paper.  Final papers submitted late without the prior permission of the instructor will lose 10% of the grade each day they are late.  Extensions will be granted only in cases of extreme need.

Plagiarism:
Plagiarism of another's work is a serious offense and will result in failure of the course and disciplinary action by the school.  The structure of this class is such that students frequently read other students’ papers, and we encourage you to work with and help one another.  Do not be tempted, though, to copy phrases or substantive ideas from your colleagues – or from anywhere else, including the internet.  Instructors do read papers from other classes, and if a student can find something on the web, so can we.  Ideas developed from outside sources must be clearly credited to the source from which you took them (although formalities of specific volume and page–or other pinpoint citation–are unnecessary), and paragraphs, sentences, or unique phrases that do not originate with you must be in quotation marks.

Attendance:
Class attendance is mandatory.  Because the class depends on group participation, a student with more than two unexcused absences will have his or her final grade lowered one notch (for example, “C+" to “C").  Persistent unexcused absence from class may result in a failing grade. Students who are absent on the day that a paper is due are responsible for getting the paper to the instructor.

Texts:
  
The text for the course is Hacker, A Writer’s Reference, 6th Edition (2007).  It is required and is available in the bookstore.  Except where indicated otherwise, reading- assignment pages refer to this text.  Notes & Tips (referred to in the syllabus assignments) will be given out at your first class.
Readings:
Readings assigned are to be completed for the day on which they appear on the syllabus.  Students must come prepared to discuss them in class.  Instructors may conduct quizzes, which count toward consideration of class participation.  If there is material in the readings that you do not understand or have difficulty applying, go to the indicated online exercises and do them.
Read this!

You have chosen to learn a profession of words.  Lawyers work from words; they work on words; and the only tools they have are words.  This course is your opportunity to polish your word skills.  Use it wisely.


If you see this course as something to be endured – or even as something to earn an acceptable grade from – you are missing the opportunity.  Your job is to do everything you can to learn how to write well.  If you already write well, this is your chance to write even better.


It is not our job to fix or improve your writing.  That’s your job.  Our job is to do everything we can to help make that possible.  You may well find that doing your job requires you to do additional work that is not formally part of the course – work that others in your class don’t need (or don’t choose) to do – like work on grammar, punctuation and syntax.  Don’t be fooled by the idea that your having gotten this far without repairing those holes in your educational foundation means you can safely continue.  What ought to really scare you is, not having your weaknesses exposed in law school but carrying them with you into your professional careers.


Imagine you were studying to be not a lawyer but a surgeon.  Imagine wielding a scalpel with the same level of skill that you now have with your writing.  Would you let a loved one go under the knife of such a doctor?  If not, you now have some idea of what you need to begin doing in this course.
Class Schedule
Monday, August 23

Introduction


Discuss: Syllabus; Writing Process
Wednesday, August 25

READ: pp. 491-508; Notes & Tips, pp. 1-13

Discuss: Effective Writing, Definition

Monday, August 30

READ: pp. 163-185: Notes & Tips, pp. 16-17 

Discuss: Analogy

Assign: Reading for Analogy Paper
Wednesday, September 1 

READ: pp. 186-203; Notes & Tips, pp. 14-15, 17; assigned material


Discuss: Organization/Outlining

Assign: Analogy Paper
Monday, September 6, Labor Day  --  No Class

Wednesday, September 8

READ: pp. 204-215


DUE: Outline of Analogy Paper 


Workshop
Monday, September 13


Study/Outlining/Testing Skills with Prof. Furi-Perry

[All sections meet together at scheduled times (room to be posted).]
Wednesday, September 15
DUE: First Draft of Analogy Paper 


Workshop
Monday, September 20

READ: pp. 259-273; Notes & Tips, pp. 18-19

Workshop

Assign: Readings for Fact Paper
Wednesday, September 22
[All sections meet together at scheduled times (room to be posted), except 1:00 pm classes meet at 11:00 am.]


DUE: Analogy Paper 


Writing skills review
Monday, September 27
READ: pp. 273-282; Notes & Tips, p. 19

In-class Writing I
Wednesday, September 29

READ: pp. 282-293; assigned material

Discuss: Presenting the facts; Storytelling
Monday, October 4

READ: pp. 93-119; Notes & Tips, pp. 20-22, 24-27


DUE: First Draft of Fact Paper 

Workshop 
Wednesday, October 6

READ: pp. 123-137

Workshop

Assign: Reading for Analysis Paper
Monday, October 11, Columbus Day  --  No Class

Wednesday, October 13 

DUE: Fact Paper 

READ: pp. 138-143; Notes & Tips, pp. 22-23; assigned material


In-class Writing II 

Discussion: Analysis
Monday, October 18


Study/Outlining/Testing Skills with Prof. Furi-Perry

[All sections meet together at scheduled times (room to be posted).]

Wednesday, October 20
[All sections meet together at scheduled times (room to be posted), except 1:00 pm classes meet at 11:00 am.]

In class: Technical Skills Exam 
Monday, October 25

READ: pp. 297-305


DUE: Outline of Analysis Paper


Workshop 
Wednesday, October 27

DUE: First Draft of Analysis Paper


Workshop 
Monday, November 1

Workshop

Assign: Reading for Argument I Paper 
Wednesday, November 3
DUE: Analysis Paper

READ: Assigned material



Discussion: Argument; Counter-arguments 
Monday, November 8
DUE: Outline of Argument I Paper


Workshop 
Wednesday, November 10
DUE: First Draft of Argument I Paper


Workshop 
Monday, November 15

Workshop

Assign: Reading for Argument II Paper 
Wednesday, November 17
DUE: Argument I Paper
READ: Assigned material

Discussion


In-class Writing III
Monday, November 22
DUE: Outline of Argument II Paper 


Workshop
Wednesday, November 24

Study/Outlining/Testing Skills with Prof. Furi-Perry

[All sections meet together at scheduled times (room to be posted).]
Monday, November 29

DUE: First Draft of Argument II Paper


Workshop
Wednesday, December 1

Workshop
Monday, December 6
DUE: Argument II Paper; Portfolios

Last-day Wrap-up
