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MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF LAW at ANDOVER

SYLLABUS FOR CRIMINAL LAW -Day- Fall 2011
Professor Alfred Puller 
Instructors:
Professors Puller and Coyne
Email:
 
puller@mslaw.edu
Phone: 
978.681.0800 

Text:


Johnson and Cloud on Criminal Law, West Publishing

Class Times:

Monday & Wednesdays 4:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Purpose

The purpose of this course is to have the student master the body of

and Course

statutory and common law that is known as Criminal Law.  Our goals

Description:

are to create highly competent practitioners and students who are well

prepared to successfully complete the bar examination.

Grading 

Criteria:

Your midterm examination, lack of class participation and final examination all contribute to your final grade in this class.
August 22:

Introduction and Overview:

Criminal Law is the body of statutory and common law dealing with conduct prohibited by the sovereign because it threatens or harms the public safety and welfare. The national or state government establishes both the manner of determining guilt or innocence for any such offenses and the punishment.  It is hoped that by imposing sanctions for these crimes society then has an established order so that citizens will conduct themselves appropriately.
Actus Reus: the actus reus is the act which, in combination with the required mental state, such as intent or recklessness, constitutes a crime i.e. the crime of robbery requires physically taking something (the actus reus) coupled with the intent to permanently deprive the owner of the object. 

Mens Rea: the mental component of criminal liability. To be guilty of most crime, a defendant must have committed the criminal act (the actus reus) with the required  mental state (the mens rea) i.e. the required mens rea for robbery is the intent to permanently deprive the owner of his property.

August 24:

Chapter 1. Basic Culpability Doctrines

Regina v. Faulkner 

United States v. Yermian 

People v. Hood

Garnett v. State

Bryan v. United 

Lambert v. California                         

United States v. Garrett                        

August 29:

Morissette v. United States 

United States v. Weitzenhoff                      

People v. Newton                           

People v. Decina                          

August  31:

Commonwealth v. Pestinikas                    

Commonwealth v. Cali                       

United States v. Jewell                       

State v. Coates                          

People v. Marrero                          

September 5:

Labor Day – School Closed        
September 7:

Chapter 2. Discretion and the Rule of Law


Papachristou v. City of Jacksonville                

City of Milwaukee v. Nelson                      

State v. Anonymous                         

Screws v. United States                        

Law, Morality, And Judicial Authority             

Bowers v. Hardwick                        

Powell v. State                            

September 12:
Sentencing Discretion
People v. Pointer                         

United States v. Ely                        

State v. Oxborrow                         

People v. Stringha                         
Capital Punishment                   

Gregg v. Georgia       

Arave v. Creech 

September 14:
Chapter 3. Criminal Homicide                                        

Murder: The Meaning of Malice Aforethought         

Holmes v. Director of Public Prosecutions               

People v. Berry                            

People v. Chevalier                        

State v. Elliott                           

September 19:
Degrees of Murder: Premeditation              

People v. Caruso                          

State v. Bingha                         

State v. Ollens                           

Gilbert v. State                            

Liability for Unintentional Killings              

Commonwealth v. Malone                       

Berry v. Superior Court                       
September 21:
People v. Register                         

People v. Whitfield                                                  

Commonwealth v. Welansky                      

State v. Williams                           
 


The Felony Murder Rule                    

State v. Hoang                            

Dowden v. State                         

September 26:
State v. Canola                            

People v. Aaron                          

People v. Patterson                        

People v. Smith                          

Todd v. State                           
September 28:
The Act of Homicide: Causing the Death of a Human Being    

Williams v. State                        

People v. Davis                         

Commonwealth v. Crawford                   

Barber v. Superior Court                     

People v. Bonilla                       

October 3:

Suicide as Homicide                   

Stephenson v. State                       

Commonwealth v. Atencio                    

In Re Joseph G.                         

People v. Kevorkian                      

Unexpected Consequences                 

People v. Garner                        

People v. WarnerBLambert Co.                  

Henderson v. Kibbe                       

October 5:

Chapter 4. The Role of Mental Illness

The Constitutional Background                 

Ford v. Wainwright                         

State v. Herrera                         

The Insanity Defense                    

United States v. Freeman                     

People v. Serravo                           

Foucha v. Louisiana                       

State v. Jones                           

October 10:

Colombus Day – School Closed

October 12:

Mental Illness and Culpability                

Kansas v. Hendricks                        

                  
        
People v. Wetmore                         

People v. Saille                           

                            
State v. Wilcox                          

State v. Brom                           

People v. Low                           

October 17:

Mid-Term Examination

October 19:

Chapter 5. Justification and Excuse

Duress and the General Principle of Justification        

State v. Hunter                           

State v. Irons                           

United States v. ContentoBPachon                  

People v. Carradine                         

United States v. Riffe 

United States v. Schoon                        

United States v. Oakland Cannabis Buyers’ Cooperative        

Commonwealth v. Hutchins                    

October 24:

Self-Defense                        

State v. Simon                          

State v. Leidholm                         

State v. Stewart                          

State v. Gartland                          

State v. Bowens                          

State v. Marr                            

Hughes v. State                          

People v. Guenther                         

Commonwealth v. Biagini                      

October 26:

Defense of Property and Prevention of Crime         

People v. Ceballos                         

State v. Weddell                         

Consent                           

People v. Samuels                         

Entrapment                         

United States v. Russell

The Prosecutors Burden                  

October 31:

Chapter 6. Skip Chapter 7 




Attempt, Conspiracy and Complicity

Preparatory Conduct                     

People v. Staples                         

State v. Latraverse                         

State v. Reeves                          

State v. Pacheco                         

Attempt: Intent And Impossibility              

People v. Harris                         

People v. Valdez                         

November 2:

United States v. Everett                        

State v. Smith                           

Commonwealth v. Henley                     
                            
The Elements Of Conspiracy                 

The Agreement                      

United States v. Feola                       

Gebardi v. United States                      

United States v. Alvarez

November 7:

Procedural Attributes of Conspiracy Cases        

Krulewitch v. United States                  

The Scope and the Object of the Conspiracy         

United States v. Bruno                     

Kotteakos v. United States                   

Blumenthal v. United States                  

Group Liability: Complicity and Conspiracy         

 Aiding and Abetting                   

State v. Parker                         

State v. Rundle

November 9:

People v. Montoya                         

Vaden v. State                         

People v. Marshall                       

People v. Wheeler                        

Liability for the Acts of Co-conspirators          

People v. Lauria                        

Merrell v. United States                    

People v. Kessler                       

State Ex Rel. Woods v. Cohen

November 14:
Son of Conspiracy: The Rico Statute              

United States v. Turkette                      
US v. Licavoli 732
Chapter 8. Theft  and White Collar Crime

Larceny: Traditional Elements                

Possession and Custody; Larceny and Embezzlement    

Commonwealth v. Ryan                    

Trespassory Taking and Carrying Away          

People v. Robinson                       

People v. Jennings                       

Intent to Deprive: Concurrence of Act and Mens Rea    

State v. Brown                         

State v. Bautista                        

November 16:
United States v. Rogers                     

Embezzlement Revisited                 

People v. Talbot                          

Tangible Personal Property                

People v. Kunkin                        

United States v. Riggs                       

Property of Another                   

Commonwealth v. Mitchneck                    

State v. Polzin                         

People v. Riggins                        

People v. Clayton      

November 21:
Robbery and Extortion                     

State v. Sein                          

People v. Tufunga                        

People v. Reid                         

Woodward v. State                      

State v. Burns                         

United States v. Sturm                     

United States v. Covino                     

Evans v. United States

November 23:
False Pretenses and Fraud                 

              

Graham v. United States                      

                   

Cleveland v. United States  

Rape, Sexual Battery and Kidnapping

People v. John Z. 29 Cal. 4th 756 (2003)

Commonwealth v. Sherry 386 mass. 682 (1982)

Boro v. Superior Court  163 Cal. App. 3d 1224 (1985)

Amsler v. U.S. 381 F.2d 37 (1967)

November 28:
Crimes and Punishments
November 30:
MPC and Common Law
December 5:

Discuss Exam and Review
CriminalLaw.Syllabus.Fall2011
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