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MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF LAW at ANDOVER


SYLLABUS for 

Sophisticated Speech and Communication, FALL 2011

Instructors: 

Professors Armano and Vietzke
Course Materials:

Text: Public Speaking: An Audience-Centered Approach, Beebe & Beebe (7th Ed., 2011) 


www.americanrhetoric.com

GRADING:  Although you will speak every class, only some of the speeches will be graded. They will not all be worth the same amount. On occasion, there may also be a written assignment due, which will be graded. You are expected to come to class prepared, and failure do so may result in a reduction of your final grade. Your final grade may also be reduced for unexcused absences.
Class 1:  August 22, 2011
Introduction/Overview of Course

ASSIGNMENTS:
1.  Read pp 3-20 in Public Speaking. 

Class 2:  August 29, 2011
ASSIGNMENTS: 
1.  Listen to Ronald Reagan's 1986 "Space Shuttle Challenger Tragedy" Address on www.americanrhetoric.com.
Class 3:  September 12, 2011
Informative Speech
ASSIGNMENTS:
1.  Read pp 333-351 in Public Speaking.

2.  Prepare a four-minute speech that teaches the audience something.

Class 4:  September 19, 2011
Avoiding Fillers & Articulation

ASSIGNMENTS:
1.  Read pp 61-85 in Public Speaking. 

2.  Listen to Clarence Thomas' 2001 "Be Not Afraid."

Class 5:  September 26, 2011
Proper Grammar, Tempo, Delivery
ASSIGNMENTS:     
1.  Read pp 275-302 in Public Speaking.
2.  Listen to Elizabeth Glaser's 1992 "DNC Address."

Class 6:  October 3, 2011
Persuasion
ASSIGNMENTS:       
1.  Read pp 355-375 in Public Speaking. 

2.  Listen to Mario Cuomo's 1984 DNC Address.

Class 7:  October 17, 2011
Persuasion Speech
ASSIGNMENTS:       
1.  Read pp 379-410 in Public Speaking.
2.  Prepare a five-minute speech persuading the audience to (topic TBD).
Class 8:  October 24, 2011
Persuasion, Opening Arguments
ASSIGNMENTS:     
1.  Read pp 257-271 in Public Speaking.
2. Listen to Martin Luther King Jr.'s 1963 "I Have a Dream."

Class 9:  October 31, 2011
Opening Arguments, Sophisticated & Proper Vocabulary

ASSIGNMENTS:       
 1.  Listen to Barack Obama's Presidential Inaugural Address: "What is Required: The Price and Promise of Citizenship"

2.  Listen to Barbara Jordan's 1974 "Statement on the Articles of Impeachment" and submit written assignment.

Class 10:  November 7, 2011
MIDTERM:  Opening Arguments
Class 11:  November 14, 2011
Using Visual Aids
ASSIGNMENTS:
1.  Read pp 307-329 in Public Speaking.




2.  Listen to JFK's "Ich bin ein Berliner."
Class 12:  November 21, 2011
Visual Aid Speech
ASSIGNMENTS:       1.   Prepare a six-minute speech using a visual aid.
Class 13:  November 28, 2011
Closing Arguments
ASSIGNMENTS:       1.  Listen to "John Quincy Adams Addresses the Supreme Court" in Amistad. (Go to Movie Speeches A-F.)
Class 14:  December 5, 2011
FINAL EXAM:  Closing Arguments
