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Course Syllabus, Goals & Schedule 

Course Description: 

This course will prepare students to litigate child welfare cases as legal counsel for the Department of Children and Families. Students will prepare and participate in all aspects of child welfare proceedings. The course will include instruction on the rules of evidence, the introduction and use of documentary evidence as trial exhibits, direct examination, cross examination and persuasive courtroom communication. Students will prepare for and conduct motion hearings, pretrial discovery and trials. Additionally, students will participate in administrative proceedings such as Foster Care Reviews and Fair Hearings. 
Throughout the course students will be assigned to represent various parties in child welfare proceedings and will be expected to prepare accordingly by becoming familiar with the applicable rules of evidence and the substantive law. 
Goals & Objectives:

This course will prepare students to litigate child welfare cases.

Course Requirements: 

Students are required to have completed courses in Civil Procedure, Criminal Procedure and Evidence.  Completion of Family and/or Juvenile Law is also required. 

Assignments & Week Topics (Note: This schedule of assignments is flexible and subject to change depending on the mock cases). 

Week 1:


Introduction: Structure of the Court system dealing with Child Welfare, Organizational Structure of the Department, Sources of the Law, Legal Rights, and Custody of Children. 
Assignment for next class: Prepare for Emergency hearing.

Week 2:


Court Review of DSS Custody: Definition of Custody and Legal Standard and The Care & Protection process. 

Assignment for next class: Prepare for 72 Hour hearing.
Week 3 :  


Conduct 72 hour hearing.

Week 4:



Finish 72 hour hearing, with emphasis on reasonable efforts and the service plan.

Assignment for next class: Prepare for Abuse of Discretion hearing.
Week 5:


Conduct Abuse of Discretion hearing. 



Assignment for next class: Review Court investigation and prepare for motion in limine.
Week 6:


Motion in Limine.

Assignment for next class: Prepare for child sexual abuse hearing.
Class 7:


Child Sexual Abuse Hearing.


Assignment for next class: Prepare for status hearing and review social worker report. 
Class 8:

Status hearing.


Assignment for next class: Prepare for Pretrial Conference. 
Class 9:


Pretrial Conference.

Assignment for next class: Prepare for Trial. 
Class10:


Trial.
 

Class 11:

Trial.

Class 12:

Trial and Disposition.

Class 13:

Post Trial and other Matters: Appeals, Open Adoption, Guardianship.  
Class 14:

Child in Need of Services cases. 


