SYLLABUS

HEALTH CARE LAW

Instructor:
Michael T. Porter


contact:  e-mail – m_porter@connorandhilliard.com

Course Description:


Health Care Law will explore the several bodies of law that directly affect patient care decisions and the doctor-patient relationship.  It begins with the fundamentals of the treatment relationship, and concludes with end-of-life decision-making.  Themes include whether legal standards appropriately consider the realities of doctor-patient interactions, the nature of medical judgment, and patient control of decision-making.  It also explores the conflict between patients’ interests and the interests of others or of society generally.
Text:  Hall, Robinski and Orentlicher, Health Care Law and Ethics (Aspen Publishers, 7th Ed., 2007).

Text reading/topics/general outline:


1.  Introduction


Includes right to treatment; right to refuse treatment; overview of health care delivery system Chapter 1, pp. 1-87


2.  Treatment Relationship


Formation, Structure and termination (includes duty to treat; emergency treatment – Chapter 2, pp. 105-170


3.  Treatment relationship



Privacy (includes confidentiality; privilege; HIPAA; Duty to Warn; mandated reporting), consent (includes informed consent; competency; alternative decision-makers; substituted judgment), research (includes ethical considerations; conflicts of interest) – Chapter 2, pp. 173-270


4.  Professional Licensure



Includes physician and other individual health care providers; facility licensure- Chapter 10, pp. 1171-1205

5.  Right to Die



Includes refusal of life support; physician aid in dying; futility and brain death – Chapter 5, pp. 518-642
Additional Reading:  As much of health care law is determined and set at the state level, there will be Massachusetts case law assigned to supplement the text.  Students will receive the case names and cites, but will be responsible for obtaining the cases.  

Overview:  Class discussion will be a major component of this course.  As a consequence, every student must read all assigned material and be prepared to participate in each class.
