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MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF LAW at ANDOVER


SYLLABUS for

JUVENILE COURT CLINIC
INSTRUCTOR:
Professor PAULA KALDIS - Massachusetts School of Law
978.681.0800/ paulad@mslaw.edu
Course Description: 

This course will feature hands-on instruction on the preparation for hearings and trial of juvenile court cases. Students will observe juvenile court proceedings, will assist in the preparation of care and protection cases, and will represent children in chins and delinquency cases. They will be exposed to the subject matter jurisdiction of the juvenile court as they prepare and present their cases.  The course will include instruction on the rules of evidence, the law regarding admissibility of child statements, the introduction and use of documents and exhibits, direct examination, cross examination (including impeachment) and persuasive courtroom communication. Law students will participate in the pre-trial investigation, draft and argue pre-trial motions, do all aspects of the trial work, including, but not limited to opening statements, cross and direct examinations of witnesses, and closing arguments, and argue at disposition. 

Goals & Objectives:

This course will train law students, under the supervision of attorneys and clinical professors, to represent children in chins and delinquency cases, and assist attorneys in care and protection cases. We intend to work with the community, child welfare, educational, mental health and juvenile justice systems in order to accomplish effective legal representation of children in these matters. Our specific goals are:

1.) To teach law students how to interview and advise child clients, research legal issues, prepare for hearings, draft court memoranda, and, most important, how to advocate for their child client in the most effective, competent and ethical manner. 

2.) To provide competent legal representation of children on a pro bono basis. 

3.) To assist the court in the swift and effective administration of juvenile cases. 

Course Requirements: 

Students are required to have completed courses in Civil Procedure, Criminal Procedure and Evidence.  Completion of Family and/or Juvenile Law is recommended but not required.
Assignments & Week Topics (Note: This schedule of assignments is flexible and subject to change depending on the court cases). 
Week 1:


Children’s Rights and Lawyer’s duties:

Please read the Convention on the Rights of the Child at the following link:


http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/k2crc.htm

Study the performance standards for children’s counsel:


http://www.state.ma.us/cpcs/CAFL/perfstd.html
Week 2:


The Delinquency & Youthful Offender Statute:

Mass. Gen. Laws ch.119, sections 52-84.

Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Preventionhttp://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/
Week 3 :  


Chins statute:

Mass Gen Laws ch. 119 sec. 39E – 39I.

http://www.doe.mass.edu/hssss/
Chins cases:

Comm. v. Brasher; Comm. v. Johnson; School Committee of Worcester v. Worcester Juvenile Court,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 410 Mass. 831(1991); In the Matter of GAIL 417 Mass. 321(1994); Oscar v. Worcester, 412 Mass. 38 (1992); In the Matter of VINCENT, 408 Mass. 527(1990); Commonwealth v. Florence F.,  TA \l "Commonwealth v. Florence F." \s "Commonwealth v. Florence F." \c 1 429 Mass. 523, 709 N.E.2d 418 (1999)

Week 4:


Introduction to Abuse & Neglect: 

Mass.Gen. Laws ch. 119, sections 1-39; 51A – 51G.

Jinnane S. J. Elder and Allan G. Rodgers, Familiy Intervention and the Department of Social Services: The Pre-Court Investigatory and Administrative Process, 75  Mass. Law Rev.25 (Spring 1990).
Week 5:


Case law standards:

Santosky v. Kramer, 455 U.S. 745 (1982); Care & Protection of Robert, 408 Mass. 52 (1990); Care & Protection of Isaac, 419 Mass. 602 (1995); Care & Protection of Jeremy, 419 Mass. 616 (1995); Custody of a Minor (No.2), 392 Mass. 719 (1989).


Week 6:


Domestic Violence:

Custody of Vaughn, 422 Mass. 590 (1996). 

Class 7:


Child Sexual Abuse:


Comm. v. Colin, 419 Mass. 54 (1994); Custody of Eleanor, 414 Mass. 795 (1993); Carlos, 413 Mass. 339; Jennifer, 25 Mass. App. Ct. 241 (1998); Michel, 28 Mass. App. Ct. 260 (1990); Martha, 407 Mass. 319 (1990); Rebecca, 419 Mass. 67 (1994); Quentin, 424 Mass. 882 ; Tina, 45 Mass. App. Ct. 727(1999). Adoption of Kimberly, 414 Mass. 526 (1993); Custody of Tracy, 31 Mass. App. Ct. 481 (1991); Adoption of Carla, 416 Mass. 510 (1993); C&P of Inga, 36 Mass. App.660 (1994).

Mass. Gen Laws ch. 233, sec. 81, 82, 83.
Class 8:

Role of Children’s Counsel & Ethical problems:

Compare Performance standards: http://www.state.ma.us/cpcs/CAFL/perfstd.html
with National Association of Counsel for Children: http://www.naccchildlaw.org/
Adoption of Erica, 426 Mass. 55; Care & Protection of Georgette, 439 Mass. 28; Role of Counsel for Children, 35 B.B.J. 6 (1991).

Class 9:


Medical Neglect:

When Should the State Interfere?


In Re McCauley, Custody of a Minor I, Custody of a Minor II,  Com.v. Twitchell, 416 Mass. 114 (1993); In Re Rena, 46 Mass. App. Ct. 335 (1999).

Class 10:


Mental health issues:

D.L. v. COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL SERVICES, 412 Mass. 558(1992); In the Matter of McKNIGHT, 406 Mass. 787 1990); Rogers v. DMH, 390 Mass. 489 (1983); Com. v. Lamb, 365 Mass. 265 (1974); Roe, 383 Mass. 415 (1981); Belchertown v. Sackewicz, 373 Mass. 728 (1977).

Mass. Gen Laws ch 119 sec. 68A; Mass Gen Laws ch 123 sec 12; Mass Gen. Laws ch. 123 sec. 15; Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 112 sec. 12F; 110 CMR 11.03(3).

Class 11:

Mass. Adoption cases.

Petition of DSS, 389 Mass. 793 (1983); New England Home for Little Wanderers, 367 Mass. 631 (1975); Adoption of Astrid, 45 Mass. App. Ct. 538 (1998); Hugo, 428 Mass. 219 (1998); Eno v. LLM, 429Mass. 824 (1999); Iris, 427 Mass. 582 (1998); Paula, 420 Mass. 716 (1995); Manuel, 428 Mass. 527 (1998); Helen, 429 Mass. 856 (199); Petition of DSS, 399 Mass. 279 (1987); Adoption of Mary, 414 Mass. 705 (1993); Adoption of Diane, 400 Mass. 196 (1987); Frederick, 405 Mass. 1 91989); Bezio v. Patenaude, 381 Mass. 563 (1980); Petition of DSS, 397 Mass. 59 (1986); Adoption of Arthur, 34 Mass. App. Ct. 934 (1993); Adoption of Greta, 431 Mass. 577 (2000).

Class 12:


Review.
