
































































































































































































































































































































































































Fall 2018 
CRIMINAL LAW FINAL EXAM 

Professor Rodriguez 
 
YOUR STUDENT ID NUMBER:     __  ___  ___  ___  ___  
  
DURING THIS EXAM YOU ARE NOT TO HAVE ANY OTHER DOCUMENT OR A CELL 
PHONE OR ANY OTHER DEVICE THAT CAN TRANSMIT AND/OR RETAIN 
INFORMATION.  POSSESSION OF THE ABOVE IS A VIOLATION OF THE HONOR CODE 
AND WILL BE DEALT WITH ACCORDINGLY. 
  
INSTRUCTIONS:   
1. Do not use your own scrap paper.  Instead, take one blue book, mark it with the word “Scrap” and 
your student ID #, and use that as your scrap paper. At the end of the exam turn in your scrap blue book 
with your exam packet. 
2. Your ANSWERS TO THIS EXAM MUST BE WRITTEN DIRECTLY IN THIS EXAM 
PACKET, which you will turn in at the end of the exam. 
3. Do not identify yourself in the exam packet in any way other than by student ID.  Do not write any 
information that might reveal who you are. 
4. This is a closed-book examination. Other than writing implements, you are not to have any materials on 
your table or at your feet.  Place all books, knapsacks, briefcases, etc. at the side or front of the room. 
 
This exam consists of two parts for a total value of 290 Points and will account for 70% of your 
semester grade. The total time for the exam is three hours. 
 
Part One consists of 6 directed, short answer questions and 1 four-part fill-in-the-blank 
questions for a total value of 100 points;  
Question # 1 is worth 10 points 
Question # 2 is worth 15 points 
Question # 3 is worth 15 points 
Question # 4 is worth 20 points 
Question # 5 is worth 10 points  
Question # 6 is worth 10 points 
Question # 7 consists of 4 Fill-in-the-Blank sub-parts for a total 20 points 
 
Part Two consists of 10 directed, short answer questions for a total value of 190 points 
Question # 1 is worth 30 points  Question # 2 is worth 20 points 
Question # 3 is worth 10 points  Question # 4 is worth 10 points 
Question # 5 is worth 10 points   Question # 6 is worth 10 points 
Question # 7 is worth 30 points  Question # 8 is worth 10 points 
Question # 9 is worth 40 points  Question #10 is worth 20 points 
If you have extra time, there is a Bonus Question at the end, consisting of one short directed essay 
type question, worth 10 points, with which you may supplement your score. 

 
I will give a 15-minute warning at which point no one may leave the room until the exam ends.   
I will also warn you when there are 5 minutes left and 1-minute left.  When I call time, you are to stop 
writing immediately. 
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Part One 
Each of the first 6 questions consists of a hypothetical which describes a situation from which a 
particular criminal charge is likely to be brought and which is, therefore, governed by a specific 
rule of law. Each question requires that you identify the specific rule, or rules, that will control 
the result and requires a short answer, written in the following form:  
 

Your answer must be a concise, proper analysis that includes: (1) Your statement 
of the likely result; (2) followed by an explicit statement of the governing rule of 
law; (3) followed by your application of that rule to the specific facts of the 
situation. 

 
Limit your answer to the space provided. I will not read anything written beyond the lines 
provided. Pay particular attention to the call of the question. 
 

QUESTION 1:   Two friends decided to play catch with a baseball from opposite sides of a busy 

street. The friends threw the ball across the street to each other for approximately twenty minutes 

nearly hitting several cars, pedestrians and bicycle riders several times. As one of the friends 

wound his arm up to hurl the ball across the street once more, a bicycle rider came along.  The ball 

hit the bicycle rider in the neck but did not injure the rider in any way. Annoyed, the rider flipped 

the ball to one of the friends and said, "You guys should probably take this game off the busy 

street."  

What common law crime has the friend committed? (This Question is worth 10 Points) Limit 

your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Turn the Page for The Next Question 
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QUESTION 2:  A husband and a wife were chronic alcoholics. One afternoon the husband drank 

a fifth of bourbon and was drunk when his wife returned home from work. When the wife saw her 

husband's condition, she got very angry because they had planned to go out to dinner and celebrate 

their wedding anniversary. While the husband was passed out on the living room couch, the wife 

decided to fix herself a martini. After drinking two martinis, the wife became extremely inebriated. 

A short while later, the wife began preparing a third martini and tried to slice a lemon for the drink. 

As she did so, the knife slipped, and she cut her hand severely. With blood gushing from the 

wound, the wife called her husband to help her. He awoke momentarily, stood up, but fell back on 

the couch and passed out. He failed to render any assistance, and the wife bled to death. 

If the husband is charged with involuntary manslaughter what would the prosecution have to prove 

in order to properly convict him and what possible defense could the husband raise? (This Question 

is worth 15 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Do Not Write In This Space 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Turn the Page for The Next Question 
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QUESTION 3: A defendant hated his boss, who had recently demoted him to a less prestigious 

position. Late one afternoon, the defendant saw his boss walking down the hallway. The defendant 

pulled out a gun and fired four shots at his boss. Although none of the bullets directly hit his boss, 

one of the shots ricocheted against a wall and struck the boss in the head killing him instantly.  

What is the most serious common law crime the defendant can be properly convicted of? 

(This Question is worth 15 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Do Not Write In This Space 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Turn the Page for The Next Question 
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QUESTION 4: A blacksmith ran a small forge in a tourist attraction depicting village life in the 

1800s producing small metal trinkets for sale as souvenirs. A tourist came into the forge and started 

ridiculing the blacksmith, telling him that he was foolish for practicing such an out of date trade 

when modern equipment could produce the same trinkets faster and far more cheaply. Although 

he maintained a calm demeanor, the blacksmith was enraged by the time the customer finished 

and headed back out the door. He picked up an anvil and hurled it in the general direction of the 

customer. The anvil fell harmlessly to the ground after traveling maybe a foot. 

What common law crime has the Defendant committed?  

(This Question is worth 20 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do Not Write In This Space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turn the Page for The Next Question 
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QUESTION 5:   Victim, a quadriplegic as a result of an accident, is in a permanent coma at a 

nursing home, and has been so for two years. During a routine physical examination, it is 

discovered that victim is four months pregnant. Victim is not married, nor does she have a 

boyfriend. The Nursing home director states, “Someone is guilty of rape.” Is he correct? Support 

your answer with a proper analysis. 

 (This Question is worth 10 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Do Not Write In This Space 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turn the Page for The Next Question 
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QUESTION 6:  A driver stopped at a red light in his home state.  A stranger opened the passenger 

door, got in and pointed a gun at the driver.  The stranger then directed the driver to keep driving.  

They drove several miles, crossed into a neighboring state, and drove several more miles.  When 

they reached a remote location, the stranger ordered the driver to pull over.  The stranger then 

robbed the driver of his wallet and cash and ordered him out of the car.  The stranger drove off in 

the driver’s car. 

In a jurisdiction that follows the Model Penal Code, assume that the stranger has been charged 
with robbery (assault is a lesser-included crime of robbery) as well as larceny of the driver’s car. 
 
Can the stranger be properly convicted of any other crime? (This Question is worth 10 Points) 

Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Turn the Page for The Next Question 
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QUESTION 7: (a) (b) (c) & (d) are each worth 5 points for a total of 20 points. 

a). For the mnemonic: “BEST FARM CALF” fill in the proper Specific Intent Crimes: 

B_________________              F_________________  C_______________  

E_________________              A_________________  A_______________ 

S_________________              R_________________  L_______________ 

______________ by T_______________    M_________________ F_______________ 

 

b). At Common Law the General Intent Crimes were: 

1.______________________________   4._______________________________ 

2.______________________________  5._______________________________ 

3.______________________________  6.______________________________ 

 
c). Please fill in the Basic Elements of a Crime: 

1._________________________________   4._______________________________ 

2._________________________________  5._______________________________ 

3._________________________________   

d). Correctly define Involuntary Intoxication: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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PART TWO – DIRECTED, SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS (Point value for each 
question is listed with the question) 

Part Two consists of ten questions in the form of hypotheticals, each of which describes a 
situation from which a particular criminal charge is likely to be brought and which is, therefore, 
governed by a specific rule of law. Each question requires that you identify the specific rule, or 
rules, that will control the result and requires a short answer, written in the following form:  
 

Your answer must be a concise, proper analysis that includes: (1) Your statement 
of the likely result; (2) followed by an explicit statement of the governing rule of 
law; (3) followed by your application of that rule to the specific facts of the 
situation. 

 
Limit your answer to the space provided. I will not read anything written beyond the lines 
provided. Pay particular attention to the call of the question. 
 
QUESTION 1:  After Jethro was fired from his job, he decided to "get even" with his ex-employer. 

So, one night, Jethro broke into Farmer John's barn and set fire to Farmer John’s barn. The barn 

was located approximately 100 feet from the main house. 

One of Farmer John's neighbors, Leroy, saw smoke coming from the barn. Leroy ran over and put 

out the fire before any part of the barn was destroyed. There was, however, extensive charring to 

the barn and several items inside the barn were burned. 

Discuss all common law crimes Jethro may likely be criminally responsible for? (30 points) 

Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do Not Write in This Space 

 

 

 

 

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 
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QUESTION # 2:  A defendant, while eating in a restaurant, noticed that a departing customer at 

the next table had left a five-dollar bill as a tip for the waitress. The defendant reached over, 

picked up the five-dollar bill, and put it in his pocket. As he stood up to leave, another customer 

who had seen him take the money ran over to him and hit him in the face with her umbrella. 

Enraged, the defendant choked the customer to death.  

Discuss fully the most serious common law crime the defendant has committed. (20 points) Limit 

your answer to the space provided.  

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



ID #   ____   ____   ____   ____  ____ 
 

Criminal Law Final Fall 2018   
 

Page 22 of 44 

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do Not Write in This Space 

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 
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QUESTION # 3:  At a waterfront bar, a college student sought to provoke a fight with a merchant 

seaman by making insulting remarks. Eventually the seaman had had enough and threw a punch 

that connected to the student's jaw and sent him sprawling to the floor. The seaman then told the 

student that he wanted no further trouble. Getting up off the floor, the student pulled a knife out of 

his pocket and charged at the seaman. Three other students were standing between the seaman and 

the exit door. The seaman tried to dodge but was cut on the forearm by the student's knife. The 

seaman immediately drew a gun and shot the student, killing him. The seaman was charged with 

murder. 

What affirmative defense can the Seaman raise to the charge of murder and discuss fully whether 

he will likely be successful in raising the specific affirmative defense. Please state the applicable 

rule of law as part of your answer. (10 points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 
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QUESTION # 4: A defendant was an alcoholic who frequently experienced auditory 

hallucinations that commanded him to engage in bizarre and sometimes violent behavior. He 

generally obeyed their commands. The hallucinations appeared more frequently when he was 

intoxicated, but he sometimes experienced them when he had not been drinking. After the 

defendant had been drinking continuously for a three-day period, an elderly woman began to 

reproach him about his drunken condition, slapping him on the face and shoulders as she did so. 

The defendant believed that he was being unmercifully attacked and heard the hallucinatory voice 

telling him to strangle his assailant. He did so, and she died. The defendant was charged with 

second degree murder.  

If the defendant raises the affirmative defense of insanity in a jurisdiction that follows the 

M’Naghten Rule what would the defendant need to show in order to successfully raise this defense. 

(10 points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 



ID #   ____   ____   ____   ____  ____ 
 

Criminal Law Final Fall 2018   
 

Page 28 of 44 

QUESTION # 5: A husband and wife were walking to their car one evening after having seen a 

movie. As they were passing a dark alleyway a defendant leaped out brandishing a gun. He pushed 

the wife against the wall of a nearby building. He held the gun to her head and demanded money 

from the man. The husband handed over the cash. The defendant grabbed the cash and ran away.  

Discuss fully the most serious common law crime the defendant committed. (10 points) Limit 

your answer to the space provided. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 
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QUESTION # 6: A woman was employed as a sales clerk at a department store. She worked in 

the women’s lingerie section. One evening, around closing time, the woman took a diamond 

necklace from a cabinet in the jewelry section of the department store and wrapped it in tissue 

paper. The Woman then surreptitiously stuffed the necklace in a shopping bag, intending to remove 

it when she left the store. Moments later, the store owner approached the woman and told her she 

needed to stay late in order to do inventory. While the woman was completing inventory, the owner 

discovered the necklace and called the police.   

Discuss fully the most serious common law crime the defendant committed. (10 points) Limit 

your answer to the space provided. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do Not Write in This Space 

 (Turn The Page For The Next Question) 
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QUESTION # 7: Hungry from all the murders they just committed, Carla and Lori went into 

Dairy Mart, a convenience store to buy some Cherry Cola and taco flavored Doritos. After entering 

the store, they browsed the aisles a bit and noticed that no one was at the cash register. Carla went 

behind the counter and started trying to open the cash register. Lori exchanged brief eye-contact 

with Carla, who said nothing, but giggled a bit and looked around the store nervously. Carla 

managed to get the cash register open, filled her pockets with the cash, and started to run out of 

the store with Lori. Carla and Lori went to a nearby alley and began to split up the money that was 

taken from the cash register. Carla and Lori were caught several minutes later by the police.  

With respect to the non-verbal exchange between Carla and Lori, applying both the common law 

and Model Penal Code what crimes could they likely be criminally liable for. (30 points) Limit 

your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do Not Write in This Space 
(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 
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QUESTION # 8: Jose’s son, Alex, told Jose that he planned to rob a bank with a friend. 

Although Jose expressed concerns about the scheme, especially that they might get caught and 

be sent to prison, Jose did not do anything to stop his son from carrying out the plan. Several 

days before the robbery was to take place, Alex asked his father if he would go to the coffee shop 

next to the bank, sit outside, and alert him if the police were coming while the robbery was 

taking place. Jose agreed, and on the day of the robbery he went to the coffee shop, sat outside 

and watched the bank. The robbery was interrupted in progress, and Alex and his friend were 

arrested and charged.  

Applying the common law, discuss fully whether Jose can be held criminally liable for his role in 

the criminal enterprise. (10 points) Limit your answer to the space provided.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do Not Write in This Space 
 

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ID #   ____   ____   ____   ____  ____ 
 

Criminal Law Final Fall 2018   
 

Page 37 of 44 

QUESTION # 9: Joe Bag O’Donuts was arrested and arraigned on charges of receiving stolen 
property. While sitting in the jail cell, Joe realized that Frank Zorro, an undercover police officer, 
was a rat.  

Out on bail, Joe realized that the only way he could possibly stay out of jail was by preventing 
Zorro from testifying. While eating a dozen donuts, Joe hatched a plan to go to Zorro’s house and 
to set it on fire while he was asleep inside the home. 

Joe got in his car, drove to Zorro’s house, and then drove around the block twice to watch Zorro’s 
house. Inside Joe’s car was a rag, a book of matches, a can of gasoline, an aluminum baseball bat, 
a wire coat hanger, and a note which read, “Zorro you rat, I’m gonna roast you like a 
marshmallow.”  Just as Joe was about to strike the match and light a rag, which he had previously 
soaked in gasoline on fire, he was stopped by the police and arrested.  

After Joe Bag O’Donuts had been arrested, it was learned that just before he was stopped by the 
police, he was about to abandon his plan because he thought he would be discovered by police. 
 
Applying both the “Common Law Approach” and the “Model Penal Code Approach,” fully 
discuss fully all the crimes Joe Bag O’Donuts may likely be criminally liable for? (40 points) 
Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________   
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do Not Write in This Space 
 

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 
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QUESTION # 10: A man and a woman had been feuding for years. In order to show him a thing 

or two, the woman decided to set fire to the man’s house. Before dawn one morning, the woman 

went to the man’s house and lit a match to gasoline she had poured at the man’s front door. The 

house caught fire and quickly spread to the man’s bedroom, where the man was able to leap out of 

the window without injury. A police officer who was driving by saw the woman running away one 

block from the man’s house. The police officer pulled his car up to the woman to determine if she 

was involved in setting the fire. Upon seeing the officer, the woman started to flee the scene. As 

she is running away, the woman pulled out a revolver and started shooting indiscriminately behind 

her. The police officer was struck by one of the shots and was killed.   

Discuss fully what common law crimes the woman may likely be criminally liable for (20 points)  

Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Do Not Write in This Space 
 

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ID #   ____   ____   ____   ____  ____ 
 

Criminal Law Final Fall 2018   
 

Page 43 of 44 

BONUS QUESTION: (Worth 10 points) 

Valerie was hired at Target as a seasonal cashier for the holidays and, after successfully completing 

her probationary training, was put on the schedule as a cashier. After working at Target for a few 

weeks, Valerie had friends and family members come into the store to make holiday purchases.   

On Friday, Valerie’s friend Robin came into the store to purchase $80 of various clothing apparel. 

When Valerie took the money from Robin, she immediately decided to keep $40 of the money, 

placing it into her pocket and putting the remaining $40 into the cash register.  

On Saturday, Loss Prevention brought Valerie into the office and confronted her about her week-

long transactions and later turned her over to the police. 

What statutory crime have been committed? (10 points) Limit your answer to the space 

provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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PART ONE –  DIRECTED, SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS (Point value for each 

question is listed with the question) 

Each of the first 5 questions consists of a hypothetical, each of which describes a situation from 

which a particular criminal charge is likely to be brought and which is, therefore, governed by a 

specific rule of law. Each question requires that you identify the specific rule, or rules, that will 

control the result and requires a short answer, written in the following form:  

 

Your answer must be a concise, proper analysis that includes: (1) Your statement 

of the likely result; (2) followed by an explicit statement of the governing rule of 

law; (3) followed by your application of that rule to the specific facts of the 

situation. 

 

Limit your answer to the space provided. I will not read anything written beyond the lines 

provided. Pay particular attention to the call of the question. 
 

QUESTION 1:   Two friends decided to play catch with a baseball from opposite sides of a busy 

street. The friends threw the ball across the street to each other for approximately twenty minutes, 

nearly hitting several cars, pedestrians and bicycle riders several times. As one of the friends 

wound his arm up to hurl the ball across the street once more, a bicycle rider came along.  The ball 

hit the bicycle rider in the neck, but did not injure the rider in any way. Annoyed, the rider flipped 

the ball to one of the friends and said, "You guys should probably take this game off the busy 

street."  

What common law crime has the friend committed? (This Question is worth 5 Points) Limit your 

answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  
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QUESTION 2:  A husband and a wife were chronic alcoholics. One afternoon, the husband drank 

a fifth of bourbon and was drunk when his wife returned home from work. When the wife saw her 

husband's condition, she got very angry because they had planned to go out to dinner and celebrate 

their wedding anniversary. While the husband was passed out on the living room couch, the wife 

decided to fix herself a martini. After drinking two martinis, the wife became extremely inebriated. 

A short while later, the wife began preparing a third martini and tried to slice a lemon for the drink. 

As she did so, the knife slipped, and she cut her hand severely. With blood gushing from the 

wound, the wife called her husband to help her. He awoke momentarily, stood up, but fell back on 

the couch and passed out. He failed to render any assistance, and the wife bled to death. 

 

If the husband is charged with involuntary manslaughter what must the Prosecution show in order 

to convict the husband and what if any defense could he raise? Please note, you do not need to 

define involuntary manslaughter in order to properly answer this question.  

 

(This Question is worth 10 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
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QUESTION 3:   A sixteen-year-old girl walked into a liquor store to purchase alcohol. Before 

selling the alcohol to the girl, the liquor store owner asked the girl her age. She responded that she 

was twenty-two years old and the liquor store owner sold her the alcohol. The liquor store owner 

did not ask the girl for identification to verify her age. On her way home, a police officer stopped 

the girl and found the alcohol she had just purchased from the liquor store owner. The police officer 

went to the liquor store from which the girl had purchased the alcohol and arrested the liquor store 

owner for selling alcohol to a minor. In this jurisdiction, the legal drinking age is twenty-one years 

old.  

Under both common and modern law is the store owner criminally liable?  

(This Question is worth 5 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

Do Not Write In This Space 
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QUESTION 4:   Defendant threatens victim by pointing a rifle at her and threatening to “blow her 

in half.” Victim does not know it, but the rifle is not loaded. Has the defendant committed a 

common law crime? 

(This Question is worth 10 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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QUESTION 5:   Victim, a quadriplegic as a result of an accident, is in a permanent coma at a 

nursing home, and has been so for two years. During a routine physical examination, it is 

discovered that victim is four months pregnant. Victim is not married, nor does she have a 

boyfriend. The Nursing home director states, “Someone is guilty of rape.” Is he correct? Support 

your answer with a proper analysis. 

 (This Question is worth 5 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
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QUESTION 6:    
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a).  For the mnemonic: “BEST FARM CALF” fill in the proper Specific Intent Crimes: 

B_________________              F_________________  C_______________  

E_________________              A_________________  A_______________ 

S_________________              R_________________  L_______________ 

______________ by T_______________    M_________________ F_______________ 

 

b) At Common Law the General Intent Crimes were: 

1.______________________________   2._______________________________ 

3.______________________________  4._______________________________ 

5.______________________________  6.______________________________ 

 

c). Please fill in the proper Elements of a Crime: 

1.______________________________   2._______________________________ 

3.______________________________  4._______________________________ 

5.______________________________  
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PART TWO – DEFINITIONS (Define each of the following, clearly, fully and correctly). 

(Each question is worth 5 points) 

 

1. Insanity  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. M’Naghten Test 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Irresistible Impulse Test  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Model Penal Code Test 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

Do Not Write in This Space 

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 
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5.  Durham Test 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do Not Write in This Space 

 

 

 

 

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 
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PART THREE –  DIRECTED, SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS (Point value for each 

question is listed with the question) 

Part Three consists of fifteen questions in the form of hypotheticals, each of which describes a 

situation from which a particular criminal charge is likely to be brought and which is, therefore, 

governed by a specific rule of law. Each question requires that you identify the specific rule, or 

rules, that will control the result and requires a short answer, written in the following form:  

 

Your answer must be a concise, proper analysis that includes: (1) Your statement 

of the likely result; (2) followed by an explicit statement of the governing rule of 

law; (3) followed by your application of that rule to the specific facts of the 

situation. 

 

Limit your answer to the space provided. I will not read anything written beyond the lines 

provided. Pay particular attention to the call of the question. 

 

QUESTION 1:  After Jethro was fired from his job, he decided to "get even" with his ex-employer. 

So, one night, Jethro broke into Farmer John's barn and set fire to John's favorite tractor. The barn 

was located approximately 100 feet from the main house. 

One of Farmer John's neighbors, Leroy, saw smoke coming from the barn. Leroy ran over and put 

out the fire before any part of the barn was destroyed. There was, however, extensive charring to 

the barn. Also, several of the items in the barn were burned. 

What common law crimes has Jethro committed? (20 points) Limit your answer to the space 

provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do Not Write in This Space 

 

 

 

 

(Turn The Page For The Next Question) 
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QUESTION # 2: A man had spent the evening drinking at a local bar and was weaving down the 

street on his way home, singing. Suddenly, a person wearing a cartoon character mask jumped out 

from an alley, pointed his gun at the man, and snarled, 'This is loaded, buddy, and I don't mind 

using it. Hand over your cash pronto." The man was so drunk that he failed to understand what 

was going on and started to howl with laughter at the sight of the cartoon mask. Surprised and 

rattled by the man's reaction, the masked gunman fled. The man soon recovered his composure 

and staggered home safely.  

Discuss fully the most serious common law and/or Model Penal Code crime(s) the gunman has 

committed. (15 points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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QUESTION # 3:     A defendant hated his boss, who had recently demoted him to a less prestigious 

position. Late one afternoon, the defendant saw his boss walking down the hallway. The defendant 

pulled out a gun and fired four shots at his boss. Although none of the bullets directly hit his boss, 

one of the shots ricocheted against a wall and struck the boss in the head, killing him instantly. 

Discuss fully the most serious common law crime the defendant has committed. (10 points) Limit 

your answer to the space provided. 

______________________________________________________________________________
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QUESTION # 4:  Bill and Ted are partners in a major drug distribution operation. They agree to 

sell ten kilos of cocaine to Mickey, a drug dealer in the town of Bedrock. One night, Bill and Ted 

drive over to an abandoned warehouse to make the sale to Mickey. Bill notices several police cars 

cruising the neighborhood, and he becomes alarmed. He tells Ted, "I don't want any part of this 

one. It's too dangerous. You should pull out, too." Ted responds, "You no-good wimp. I can do 

this without your help." Bill leaves, and Ted goes through with the sale to Mickey. Assume that 

Ted is later caught and arrested. Hoping to make a deal for a lighter sentence, he tells the police 

that Bill helped him to plan the sale.  

Discuss fully what common law crime Bill and Ted have committed and what if any available 

defenses they may raise: (10 points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 
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QUESTION # 5: While on their way home from a ball game, a driver and his passenger stopped 

at an all-night gas station. The passenger offered to pay for the gas. While the passenger pumped 

gas, he was surprised to see the driver enter the station, take money from the unattended cash 

drawer, and get back in the car. The passenger paid the attendant for the gas, and the driver drove 

off. The driver offered to reimburse the passenger for the gas, but the passenger declined. After 

discovering the missing cash, the gas station attendant called the police, and the driver was later 

stopped. The driver escaped with the stolen money, however, and was never prosecuted.  

If the passenger is prosecuted for theft as an accomplice, should he be convicted? 

(5 points) Limit your answer to the space provided.  
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QUESTION # 6:  A defendant, while eating in a restaurant, noticed that a departing customer at 

the next table had left a five-dollar bill as a tip for the waitress. The defendant reached over, 

picked up the five-dollar bill, and put it in his pocket. As he stood up to leave, another customer 

who had seen him take the money ran over to him and hit him in the face with her umbrella. 

Enraged, the defendant choked the customer to death.  

 

Discuss fully the most serious common law crime the defendant has committed. (10 points) Limit 

your answer to the space provided.  
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QUESTION # 7:  At a waterfront bar, a college student sought to provoke a fight with a merchant 

seaman by making insulting remarks. Eventually the seaman had had enough and threw a punch 

that connected to the student's jaw and sent him sprawling to the floor. The seaman then told  

the student that he wanted no further trouble. Getting up off the floor, the student pulled  

a knife out of his pocket and charged at the seaman. Three other students were standing  

between the seaman and the exit door. The seaman tried to dodge, but was cut on the  

forearm by the student's knife. The seaman immediately drew a gun and shot the student, killing 

him. The seaman was charged with murder. 

 

If the seaman raises the affirmative defense of self-defense will he be successful in asserting this 

defense. Please state the applicable rule of law as part of your answer.  

 

(10 points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 
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QUESTION # 8: Matthew worked for his family’s dry-cleaning delivery service after school. 

While he was waiting at a traffic light, a stranger came up to Matthew’s passenger door, which 

was unlocked, opened it and sat down in the car. The stranger pointed a gun at Matthew and told 

him to drive to an address a few miles away. While Matthew drove, the stranger kept nervously 

checking the rear view mirror. After arriving at the destination, the stranger told Matthew to “pull 

over,” and that they “were waiting for his friend.” Within five minutes, a man emerged from a 

local deli and started walking along the street near where they were parked. The stranger told 

Matthew “that’s my friend,” then pointing the gun at Matthew told him to “run him over with the 

car.” Matthew, fearing for his life, put the car into drive, drove up onto the sidewalk, and ran over 

the man, killing him instantly. 

Applying the Common Law, discuss fully whether Matthew may successfully raise any specific 

affirmative defenses (fully state as part of your answer the applicable rule of law). (10 points) 

Limit your answer to the space provided. 
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QUESTION # 9: Jonathan and Peter are classmates at Podunk Law School in the state of Pretoria. 

One evening, they begin to discuss the proposed Pretoria legislation forbidding any school to 

promote or utilize affirmative action as a basis for admission. Before long, Jonathan and Peter are 

on their feet, arguing and shouting at one another. Peter calls Jonathan "a warped, opinionated, 

prejudiced, calloused, stupid idiot who doesn't belong in law school." Upset by these remarks, 

Jonathan pushes Peter, who loses his balance and falls backwards, hitting his head against the edge 

of an oak table. Peter dies instantly. (Assume that common law principles are applicable in 

Pretoria.)   

 

Discuss fully what common law crime(s) the defendant has committed. (10 points) Limit your 

answer to the space provided. 
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QUESTION # 10: An employee worked as a third-shift supervisor at a manufacturing plant. One 

of his duties was to ensure that all timekeeping records accurately reflected the time his crew 

actually worked. Workers, including the employee, were then paid for whatever hours the 

timecards reflected. The employee was also required to assist in submitting budgets for payroll. 

Needing to leave work early for a second job that he obtained, the employee had one of his trusted 

co-workers punch his card out at the regular time every day of the week. At the end of the week, 

he signed the timecard with those hours included, and was paid accordingly. He continued to do 

this for several weeks before being discovered.  

What crime has the employee committed? Please state the applicable rule of law as part of your 

answer. 

 (5 points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 
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QUESTION # 11:  A state has the following homicide statute in effect: 

"Whoever, purposely and with premeditated malice, or in the perpetration of, or attempt to 

perpetrate a rape, arson, robbery, burglary, or any other felony dangerous to human life, kills any 

human being, is guilty of murder in the first degree, and, on conviction, shall suffer death or be 

imprisoned in the state prison for life; Whoever maliciously but without premeditation kills any 

human being, is guilty of murder in the second degree, and, on conviction, shall be imprisoned in 

the state prison for life; Whoever unlawfully kills any human being without malice, express or 

implied, either voluntarily upon a sudden heat or involuntarily, but in the commission of some 

unlawful act, is guilty of manslaughter, and on conviction, shall be imprisoned in the state prison 

not less than 2 years nor more than 20 years."  

A man is having an affair with a married woman. The husband finds out about his wife's 

relationship with the man. The next day, the husband sees the man walking down the street. 

Enraged by the man's relationship with his wife, the husband pulls out a gun and shoots the man, 

killing him.  

The husband is subsequently arrested and prosecuted under the homicide statute for killing the 

man. At trial, the husband's attorney attempts to introduce evidence that at the time the husband 

shot the victim, he was intoxicated. 

 Upon objection by the prosecuting attorney, the evidence is?  

 

ADMISSIBLE, but the jury must be cautioned that it does not pertain to manslaughter  

or  

NOT ADMISSIBLE 

In the space provided below, recite the applicable rule of law with respect to raising the affirmative 

defense of voluntary intoxication to the crime the husband has been charged with and apply it to 

the facts to support the conclusion you reached in your answer. (5 Points) Limit your answer to 

the space provided. 
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QUESTION # 12:  A man was at a bar drinking beer when he started conversing with a woman 

who was seated at the next barstool. During the course of their conversation, the woman told the 

man that she was just laid off her job and desperately needed money to pay her rent. The man, a 

practical joker, pointed to a nearby coat rack and said, "Hey, see that fur coat there. Why don't you 

take it?" The man then told the woman that he would cause a disturbance to distract attention while 

she ran out of the bar with the coat. Believing that it was a good idea, the woman agreed to take 

part in the scheme. 

Thereupon, the man lit a matchbook and threw it on top of the bar. He then yelled, "The bar's on 

fire, help!" When everyone turned to look at the man, the woman ran to the back of the bar, took 

the fur coat and scurried outside unnoticed. Just as the woman left the bar and was running down 

the sidewalk, she was apprehended and arrested by a police officer. Later, the man confessed that 

the fur coat that the woman took really belonged to him. 

Is the woman criminally liable for common law larceny?  

 

YES or NO 

In the space provided below recite the applicable rule of law and apply it to the facts to support 

the conclusion you reached in your answer. (5 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 
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QUESTION # 13:  A gangster and two of his friends were members of a teenage street gang. 

While they were returning from a dance late one evening, their car collided with a car driven by 

an elderly woman. After an argument, the gangster attacked the elderly woman with his fists and 

beat her to death. The two friends watched, and when they saw the woman fall to the ground they 

urged the gangster to flee. The gangster was eventually apprehended and tried for manslaughter, 

but the jury could not decide on a verdict.  

If the gangster's companions are subsequently tried as accomplices to manslaughter, they should 

be found: 

GUILTY or NOT GUILTY 

 In the space provided below, recite the applicable rule of law and apply it to the facts to support 

the conclusion you reached in your answer. (5 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 
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QUESTION # 14:  Donald and Matthew got into a verbal argument at Donald's house. Donald 

could see that if the argument went on much longer, it was going to become an outright fistfight. 

Donald stayed where he was. Matthew then shoved Donald. 

Would Donald be justified in raising the affirmative defense of self-defense if he shoved Matthew 

back? 

YES or NO 

In the space provided below, recite the applicable rule of law and apply it to the facts to support 

the conclusion you reached in your answer. (5 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 
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QUESTION # 15:  A man and his friend were watching a televised football game at the man’s 

home. Upset by a penalty called by the referee, the friend threw a bottle of beer at the man’s 

television, breaking the screen. Enraged, the man picked up a nearby hammer and hit the friend 

on the head with it. The friend died from the blow.  

In a jurisdiction that follows the common law principles is murder the most serious crime which 

the man could properly be convicted? 

YES or NO 

In the space provided below, recite the applicable rule of law and apply it to the facts to support 

the conclusion you reached in your answer. (5 Points) Limit your answer to the space provided. 
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PART FOUR –  SELECT THE BEST POSSIBLE ANSWER Each worth 2 points 

QUESTION # 16 A state statute defines all murders as second-degree murders unless deliberation 

and premeditation can be shown, in which case the crime is elevated to first degree murder. 

Manslaughter is defined as at common law.  

The defendant wanted to steal some papers from a business associate's office, and so he arranged 

to have a meeting with her at her office. When the associate left the room, the defendant put a 

knockout drug in her coffee. After she passed out from drinking the coffee, the defendant 

rummaged through her files, finding and stealing the papers that he wanted. Unfortunately, the 

defendant miscalculated the dosage, and the business associate died.  

What is the most serious offense of which the defendant can be convicted:   

(A) Murder in the First Degree or (B) Murder in the Second Degree 

QUESTION # 17 A 15-year-old girl who worked as a prostitute in a city approached a man and 

offered her services. The man agreed, and the two engaged in sexual intercourse in the back seat 

of the man's car. These events were noticed by an undercover police officer, who arrested the girl 

and the man. The man admitted to having sex with the girl, and he was charged with statutory rape. 

The girl was charged with being an accomplice to statutory rape. 

At the girl's trial, her best defense is that:   

(A) As a minor, the girl does not have the capacity to be an accomplice  

or  

(B) the statutory rape law is designed to protect minors and therefore the girl cannot be convicted 

as an accomplice 

 

QUESTION # 18 A woman and a defendant entered into an arrangement where the woman 

promised to pay the defendant $10,000 to act as a surrogate mother. In return, the defendant agreed 

to be implanted with woman's embryo and carry the baby to term. The woman paid the defendant 

the $10,000 upfront. 

During the seventh month of the pregnancy, the defendant changed her mind and decided to keep 

the child herself. The defendant moved out of state and gave birth to the baby, which she refuses 

to turn o to the woman.  

If the defendant is guilty of:   

EMBEZZLEMENT or KIDNAPPING or NO CRIME 

 

 

 

 

 



ID #   ____   ____   ____   ____  ____ 
 

Fall 2017 Criminal Law Final Exam 54 

QUESTION # 19 A defendant had been drinking at a bar for three hours and was visibly 

intoxicated. A man entered the bar and sat down next to the defendant. After ordering a beer, the 

man turned to the defendant and said, “Hey buddy, you’re sure an ugly looking dude.” The 

defendant ignored the man’s insult and turned to walk away. The man then pushed the defendant 

against the bar and said, “Your face makes me sick to my stomach.” The defendant then pulled out 

a razor and slashed the man’s throat, killing him.  

 

If the defendant is prosecuted for the man’s murder he will most likely be found: (5 points) 

 

GUILTY, because his intoxication was voluntary OR NOT GUILTY, because of his intoxication 

 

QUESTION # 20 A defendant gave a man a gun and instructed him to kill a victim. The man 

shot and killed the victim with the gun. The man was charged with murder and acquitted.  

 

The defendant is now charged with the murder of the victim. He will be able to assert a 

valid defense if the man’s acquittal was based on which of the following?   

 

SELF-DEFENSE OR THE WHARTON RULE 
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