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Course Description 

This clinical course features hands-on instruction on the preparation for hearings and trial of juvenile court cases. Students observe juvenile court proceedings, assist in the preparation of care and protection cases, and represent children in children requiring assistance and delinquency cases. They are exposed to the subject matter jurisdiction of the juvenile court as they prepare and present their cases.  The course includes instruction on the rules of evidence, the law regarding admissibility of child statements, the introduction and use of documents and exhibits, direct examination, cross examination (including impeachment) and persuasive courtroom communication. Law students participate in the pre-trial investigation, draft, and argue pre-trial motions, do all aspects of the trial work, including, but not limited to opening statements, cross and direct examinations of witnesses, and closing arguments, and argue at disposition. 

Goals & Objectives: This course trains law students, under the supervision of attorneys and clinical professors, to represent children in chins and delinquency cases, and children and families in care and protection cases. We work with the community, child welfare, educational, mental health, and juvenile justice systems to accomplish effective legal representation of children and families in these matters. Our specific goals are:

1.) To teach law students how to interview and advise child clients, research legal issues, prepare for hearings, draft court memoranda, and, how to advocate for child clients in the most effective, competent and ethical manner. 
2.) To provide competent legal representation of children and families on a pro bono basis. 

3.) To assist the court in the swift and effective administration of juvenile cases. 

Course Requirements: 

Students are required to have completed courses in Civil Procedure, Criminal Procedure and Evidence. Family and/or Juvenile Law is recommended. 

Specific instructions for bar advocates on the training of law students:

The general supervisor for the students is Assistant Dean Paula Kaldis, Professor of Law and Director of the Legal Research & Writing Program at Massachusetts School of Law. Professor Kaldis will be responsible for teaching students the law and procedure relevant to Care & Protection, Children Requiring Assistance (CRA, formerly CHINS) and Delinquency cases. Professor Kaldis also oversees any written documents the students are working on for specific cases. For example, if the Attorney has a motion date in a few weeks, the student can get a copy of the police report, and other facts that are relevant, and the student will begin to research, and then draft, a motion, affidavit and memorandum of law. These materials will be reviewed by Professor Kaldis and then sent to the Attorney for final edits and signature. 

Students are available for assistance in the following ways:

· Assisting with client intakes and interviews.
· Putting together client’s case files.
· Reviewing documents such as police reports, investigators’ reports, to determine motions should be filed (motion to suppress, motion in limine).
· Attending court, observing, and gathering relevant reports and documents.
· Drafting of letters to clients, to DCF, to prosecutors.
· Preparation of opening statements, direct and cross examination questions.
· Assist in the determination of a client’s trial strategy.
· Assist in the advising stage, for example, explaining to client the possibility of a plea, or the procedure of a Care & Protection case and the possible results.
· Conducting necessary research.
· Prepare legal memoranda.
· Visiting clients and other witnesses.
· Discussion of the case and what should be done for the client, professionally, competently, and ethically.

