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2022 Final Examination  

Instructions 

Use your ID Number on your exam and your blue book. 

There are three parts to this examination. 

Essay Question Section One- requires you to write a well-written essay response 

to the question referencing and defining the appropriate law while applying it 

to the fact pattern in a comprehensive manner to the call of the question. 

Short Answer Section Two -Define Fully and Apply Section Two- requires you 

to fully define the concept in the space provided on this examination then 

explain how it applies to the Essay Question in Section One. If you determine 

the concept does not apply the say so while explaining why. 

Multiple Choice/TF Section Three- Determine the correct answer for each of 

these ten questions and circle your choice for the answer.  

As a student at MSLAW you are aware of MSLAW’s zero tolerance policy for 

dishonest behavior, cheating, and or form of dishonorable conduct. Monitoring 

of your activity will take place throughout the examination. You agree to 

submit your electronic devices for examination if there is any question of 

inappropriate conduct. 

This is a closed-book examination. You may highlight and make notes as you 

wish or use a scrap book. You are not permitted to use papers, personal effects, 

electronic devices, or any other means that could aid in completing this 

examination, or that could create any unfair advantage in completing this 

examination, or otherwise that could frustrate the honest administration of this 

examination as a closed-book examination. You will face disciplinary charges 

and likely expulsion if you confer with others by any means or violate 

MSLAW’s Honor Code in any way. 

If any of these rules are violated, you will receive an F on your examination and 

disciplinary action will follow.  



You are required to inform Dean Sullivan of any information you have of any 

of your classmates violating the Honor Code. Failure to report any such 

behavior is a violation of the Honor Code.  

Please take the time to think about and organize your answers. Please do not 

just define the issues of law, but carefully apply it to the facts and clearly state 

what the ramifications of your conclusion are. Write well-structured responses. 

You will be graded on your knowledge of the law, ability to analyze the issues, 

and your treatment of the issues. 

You have 180 minutes to submit your answer using only your exam number to 

identify you. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Section One - Essay Question  

Sofia married Mario in State A in 2011. The parties have two minor children, a 

daughter, Angela (age 4) and a son, Carlo (Age 10). Mario comes from a wealthy 

background, and he has a master’s level degree in management. He is 55 years of 

age. In 2010, he inherited $4,000,000 in stock in a family business named, 

Pentabulous, Inc. That stock is now worth 5.5 million dollars. He also inherited a 

two-million-dollar family mansion in State A, which is now worth 5.5 million 

dollars. Mario’s income, as president of Pentabulous, Inc., is $950,000 per year. 

This is his second marriage. He has an 18-year-old child from that prior marriage 

who does not live with him and Sophia. By contrast, this was Sophia’s first 

marriage. She is 31 years of age and has never finished college. At the time of the 

marriage, Sofia was employed as a retail salesclerk at Macy’s. Sofia quit working 

when Carlo was born and has not returned to the work force, nor has she attempted 

to finish her college education because Angela is not yet enrolled in school full-

time. Sofia has been devoting all her attention to keeping the home and to caring 

for the children.  

Three days prior to Sofia and Mario’s marriage, Mario presented Sofia with a 

prenuptial agreement which essentially provided that in the event of divorce, Sofia 

would be awarded custody of any minor children born of the marriage. It also 

provided that in the event of divorce, she would receive $4,000 annually for 

spousal and child support and in return, she would waive all her right, title, and 

interest in Pentabulous, Inc. The agreement also required that in the event of 

divorce, Mario would receive the mansion and 70% of the value of the parties’ ski 



condominium in State B. That condominium is currently worth $300,000. Mario 

told Sofia that he would not marry her unless she signed the agreement. Sofia 

signed the agreement without the assistance of counsel, but after reviewing a list of 

assets the day before signing the agreement. The value of the stock in Pentabulous, 

Inc. was listed as “undetermined.”   

 

The marriage had been happy until about five years ago, when Sofia felt neglected 

and ignored by Mario’s intense focus on his job. She had a brief affair at that time, 

with a man named, Dante. The affair ended about eight months prior to Angela’s 

birth. However, for the past three years, Mario has been drinking heavily. On 

occasions when he is intoxicated and alone with Sophia, Mario is aggressive and 

demanding. Additionally, he is demeaning and insulting to her in the company of 

others, including the children. Recently, at a teacher’s conference on Carlo’s 

school performance, Mario referred to Sofia as an air-headed bimbo with the IQ of 

an ant. Last week Mario pushed Sofia into the wall during an argument. Sofia 

thinks that tensions are escalating. She is beginning to fear for her personal safety, 

and she does not believe that things will ever improve in her marriage.  

 

Sofia called your office this week for an appointment. When she came to your 

office, she explained that she would like to end the marriage and move to State B 

to reside in the parties’ ski condominium with the children, as she can no longer 

tolerate living with Mario. She told you that she has resumed contact with Dante, 

her paramour of five years ago because she felt that there is still something 

between them. She was also wondering if the pre-nuptial agreement she signed is 

binding, because she cannot live in the manner to which she has become 

accustomed on $4,000 per year if it is.  

    

How would you assist her? What is your advice regarding the issues that the Court 

will need to address?  

Section Two - Short Answer -Define Fully and Apply - requires you in one 

beautifully written paragraph to fully define the concept then explain how it 

applies to the Essay Question in Section One. If you determine the concept does 

not apply, then say so while explaining why. 

1. Domestic Violence Remedies______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 



_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. Annulment____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Premarital Agreements__________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Duress______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 



______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

5. Jurisdiction___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. Presumption of Parentage________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 



7. Child Support Guidelines_______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

8. Marital Asset Distribution_______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

9. Legal and Physical Custody_____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 



_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

10. Alimony___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

Section Three - Multiple Choice/True or False  

1-5 Multiple Choice--Please indicate your answer by circling the answer and 

submit this exam with your written essay response. 

 

1. In addition to cohabitating in one of the places that recognize common-law 

marriage, a common-law marriage requires the couple to: 

 

A. Be eligible to be married. 

B. Intend to be married. 

C. Hold themselves out in public as a married couple. 

D. A and B only. 

E. A and C only. 

F.  A, B and C. 

 

2. Defendant/Husband is on trial in Federal Court for a bank robbery that 

occurred before his marriage to Wife. Government calls Wife to testify 

regarding her recent conversation that they had after the robbery where 

Husband confided to her about his participation in the robbery. In determining 

the admissibility of that evidence over a claim of privilege the choice of 

claiming privilege is… 

 



A. Husband’s 

B. Wife’s 

C. Both. 

 D. Neither holds the privilege as the privilege does not apply. 

 

3. Thelma and Louise live in Massachusetts where they were married 6 years 

ago. They met 7 years ago when one of Thelma’s students got arrested. Louise 

is a remarkably successful lawyer earning over $150,000 per year. Thelma is 

a high school teacher earning $65,000 per year but has taken the year off to 

complete her master’s degree which will increase her pay by another 10%. 

That degree will be completed in December of 2022. Thelma is also an SAT 

tutor during the summer months earning $7,000 per summer. There are no 

children born of the marriage. They have no marital assets. Louise wants 

spousal support and maintenance.  

 

Under the circumstances, the trial judge likely may award... 

 

A. Rehabilitative alimony.  

B. Reimbursement alimony.  

C. General term alimony.  

 

4. In determining custody and what is in the best interest of the child, courts may 

consider… 

 

A. Child’s desire. 

B. Ethnic heritage. 

C. Religious beliefs 

D. Moral fitness. 

E. All the above. 

 

5. The right to marry is a fundamental right under the US Constitution and 

restrictions placed upon the right to marry must be grounded in a sufficiently 

important or compelling state interest. The following restriction on the right 

to marry though is permitted: 

 

A. state restrictions on civil marriage between parties solely because they 

are of the same sex. 



 

B. state restrictions on civil marriage between two parties solely because 

they are of different races. 

C. state restrictions on civil marriage between two parties solely because 

they are incarcerated and convicted of a crime. 

D. state restrictions on civil marriage between two parties solely because 

they are too closely related by marriage. 

 

6-10 True/False Questions—Please Answer True or False and submit with your 

written response 

 

6. The state may terminate the parent-child relationship if it establishes by a fair 

preponderance of the evidence that the child is suffering abuse and it is in the 

best interests of the child to terminate the parent-child relationship. 

 

True  False 

 

7. If the Court where the children reside issues an order requiring the 

Defendant to pay child support, it must have personal jurisdiction over the 

Defendant for it to bind the Defendant to that order. 

 

True  False 

 

8. A court may not modify a judgment which makes an equitable distribution 

of the marital assets. 

 

True  False 

 

9. Generally, in community property states, spouses own – and owe – 

everything the parties individually and collectively own at the time of 

divorce and all assets and liabilities are split equally, regardless of who 

obtained it, when it was obtained, or who incurred the debt. 

 

True  False 

 



10. In cases where technologically assisted reproductive techniques were 

employed to bring about the conception of a child, the legal parent is the 

parent who is genetically related to the child. 

 

True  False 
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FAMILY LAW  

SPRING 2021 

PROFESSORS JEANNE CONDURELLI & MICHAEL COYNE  

 

2021 Final Examination 

Instructions 

Use your ID Number on your response you submit through Examplify. 

There are three parts to this examination. 

Essay Question Section One- requires you to write a well-written essay response 

to the question referencing and defining the appropriate law while applying it 

to the fact pattern in a comprehensive manner to the call of the question. 

Short Answer Define Fully and Apply Section Two- requires you to fully define 

the concept then explain how it applies to the Essay Question in Section One. If 

you determine the concept does not apply the say so while explaining why. 

Multiple Choice/TF Section Three- Determine the correct answer for each of 

these 10 questions and state the answer.   

As a student at MSLAW you are aware of MSLAW’s zero tolerance policy for 

dishonest behavior, cheating, and or form of dishonorable conduct. 

During this examination, you must be appropriately attired with the Examplify 

application open.  The camera must be turned on and you must remain in view 

of the camera during the examination unless you need a brief bathroom break.  

You agree to comply with any requests to change the angle or view of the 

camera.  If the camera is turned off or you become no longer visible on camera, 

other than for a brief bathroom break, then you will receive an F on the exam 

and the matter will be referred for appropriate disciplinary action.  

You must upload your answer through the application immediately following 

the end of 180 minutes if you have not already done so.  Monitoring of your 

activity will take place throughout the examination and your activities will be 

recorded for evaluation and further investigation if advisable. You agree to 

submit your electronic devices for examination if there is any question of 

inappropriate conduct. 



This is a closed-book examination. You may highlight and make notes as the 

application provides.  You are not permitted to use papers, personal effects, 

additional electronic devices, or any other means that could aid in completing 

this examination, create any unfair advantage in completing this examination, 

or otherwise frustrate the honest administration of this examination as a closed-

book examination.  You will face disciplinary charges and likely expulsion if 

you plagiarize your answers, cut and paste material, confer with others by any 

means, or violate MSLAW’s Honor Code in any way. 

If any of these rules are violated, you will receive an F on your examination and 

disciplinary action will likely follow.   

You are required to inform Dean Sullivan of any information you have of any 

of your classmates violating the Honor Code.  Failure to report any such 

behavior is a violation of the Honor Code.   

Please take the time to think about and organize your answers. Please do not 

just define the issue of law, but carefully apply it to the facts and clearly state 

what the ramifications of your conclusion are.  Write well-structured responses. 

You will be graded on your knowledge of the law, ability to analyze the issues, 

and your treatment of the issues. 

You have 180 minutes to submit your answer using only your exam number to 

identify you. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Essay Question Section One  

Plaintiff and Defendant met in law school. Their law school professor married them 

at the school’s Moot Court Courtroom 10 years ago. When Defendant became 

pregnant 11 years ago, Plaintiff and Defendant agreed that they should marry when 

law school was over. Since they had recently completed taking the school’s course 

in Family Law, they drew up an agreement that said if they ever divorced each would 

go their separate ways financially and Defendant would get custody of any children 

as she would be the children’s mother.  Jake was born with some developmental 

disabilities and five years ago, Defendant gave birth to Alysha. Both children are 

now enrolled in school. 

Plaintiff is a corporate attorney who works remotely from home with very flexible 

hours. He earns $85,000 per year. He is very artistic and despite the flexible schedule 



he would like to pursue his passion of painting. He coaches the children’s soccer 

teams, is the “homework parent”, and frequently spends time with them at camp. 

Defendant is an attorney making $250,000 per year as a litigator with trials taking 

her around the country. She is a gun enthusiast and owns numerous weapons. 

After Alysha’s birth the couple frequently argued. Defendant would become violent 

at times especially over Plaintiff’s child rearing practices. The police came to the 

house on several occasions to stop Defendant from beating Plaintiff. After one of 

these occasions Plaintiff filed this pro se divorce action. 

Plaintiff came into the marriage with a savings account of $50,000, which a deceased 

relative left to him. One year after the marriage, Plaintiff closed that account and 

transferred all the money into a brokerage account. At the same time, Defendant put 

$1,000 of her own earnings into that account. Since that time, the account has 

increased in value to over $500,000.  

Plaintiff along with his brother recently inherited his family’s “camp” worth 

$200,000 from their deceased mother. The home that the parties live in that they 

bought five years ago for $200,000 is now worth $600,000. Plaintiff’s retirement 

account has grown to $750,000 through the annual contributions of his company. 

Defendant has an IRA valued at $12,000. Her Lexus is valued at $25,000 with no 

outstanding loan. Plaintiff drives a new Prius that he bought for cash. 

Defendant has a gun collection worth over $300,000 some of which date back to the 

Civil War. 

Plaintiff consults you about this matter. He explains to you that since he filed the 

divorce action, the Defendant’s threats of violence have escalated, and he fears for 

his safety and that of his children. Defendant recently told him that Jake, who he 

dotes on, is not his son and if he lives and goes through with this, he will never see 

Jake again. 

He wants to end this marriage and be happy. He wants custody and everything he is 

entitled too.  

How would you assist him? What is your advice regarding the issues that the Court 

will need to address?   

 

Short Answer Define Fully and Apply Section Two- First, in one well-written 

paragraph, fully define the following concept. Think about all that concept involves 



and explain the concept clearly and fully. Then after having defined the concept 

completely and write a paragraph explaining how the concept applies to the fact 

pattern. 

1. Domestic Violence Remedies  

2. Annulment 

3. Premarital Agreements 

4. Contempt 

5. Adoption 

6. Surrogacy Agreements 

7. Requirements to a Valid Marriage 

8. Marital Property and Distribution 

9. Custody Factors and Rights 

10. Alimony Forms and Reasons 

 

Multiple Choice/TF Section Three  

1-5 Multiple Choice--Please indicate your answer by letter and submit with 

your written response. 

 

1. In addition to cohabitating in one of the places that recognize common-law 

marriage, a common-law marriage requires the couple to: 

 

A. Be eligible to be married. 

B. Intend to be married. 

C. Hold themselves out in public as a married couple. 

D. A and B only. 

E. A and C only. 

F.  A, B and C. 

 

2. Defendant/Husband is on trial in Federal Court for a bank robbery that 

occurred before his marriage to Wife.  Government calls Wife to testify 

regarding her recent conversation that they had after the robbery where 

Husband confided to her about his participation in the robbery.  In determining 

the admissibility of that evidence over a claim of privilege the choice of 

claiming privilege is… 

 



A. Husbands 

B. Wifes 

C. Both. 

 D. Neither holds the privilege as the privilege does not apply. 

 

3. Bert and Ernie live in Massachusetts where they were married 6 years ago. 

They met 7 years ago when one of Ernie's students got arrested. Bert is a very 

successful lawyer doing good and earning over $150,000 per year. Ernie is a 

high school teacher earning $60,000 per year but has taken the year off to 

complete his master’s degree which will increase his pay another 10%. That 

degree will be completed in June of 2022. Ernie is also a tuna fisherman 

during the summer months generally earning $10,000 per summer. There are 

no children born of the marriage. They have no marital assets. Ernie wants 

support and maintenance.  

 

Under the circumstances, the trial judge likely may award... 

 

 

A. Rehabilitative alimony.  

 

B. Reimbursement alimony.  

 

C. General term alimony.  

 

4. In determining custody and what is in the best interest of the child, courts may 

consider… 

 

A. Child’s desire. 

B. Ethnic heritage. 

C. Religious beliefs 

D. Moral fitness. 

E. All the above. 

 

5. The right to marry is a fundamental right under the US Constitution and 

restrictions placed upon the right to marry must be grounded in a sufficiently 

important or compelling state interest.  The following restriction on the right 

to marry though is permitted: 



 

A. state restrictions on civil marriage between parties solely because they 

are of the same sex. 

B. state restrictions on civil marriage between two parties solely because 

they are of different races. 

C. state restrictions on civil marriage between two parties solely because 

they are incarcerated and convicted of a crime. 

D. state restrictions on civil marriage between two parties solely because 

they are too closely related by marriage. 

 

6-10 True/False Questions—Answer True or False and submit with your 

written response 

 

6. The state may terminate the parent-child relationship if it establishes by a fair 

preponderance of the evidence that the child is suffering abuse and it is in the 

best interests of the child to terminate the parent-child relationship. 

 

True  False 

 

7. If the Court where the children reside issues a money order against the 

Defendant for child support, it must have personal jurisdiction over the 

Defendant for it to bind the Defendant to that order. 

 

True  False 

 

8. Findings of fact and conclusions of law will be set aside if they are 

erroneous.  

 

True  False 

 

9. Generally, in community property states, spouses own – and owe – 

everything the parties individually and collectively own at the time of 

divorce and all assets and liabilities are split equally, regardless of who 

obtained it, when it was obtained, or who incurred the debt. 

 

True  False 

 



10. In examining reproductive rights cases SCOTUS has a long-standing 

principle that abortion restrictions must include protections for a woman’s 

health. 

 

True  False 



FAMILY LAW - FINAL EXAM 
Fall 2017 

On-Line and 6:30 Monday - Condurelli 

Directions: Please write your student identification number on your blue book and 
on your exam. Then, read the following problem carefully. Take the time to 
organize your answer. There is a ONE bluebook limit for Problem One. Write your 
responses to Problem Two on the exam itself and do NOT use a separate blue 
book. 

Please write legibly and double space your response. 

Problem 1 (Approx. 2.5 hours) 75% - (Limit: One (1) double-spaced blue book) 

Noelle Snowflake married Rudolph St. Nicholas in State A in 2006. The parties have two minor 
children, a daughter, Twinkle (age 4) and a son, Nicholas (Age 10). Rudolph St. Nicholas comes 
from a wealthy background and he has a master's level degree in management. He is 55 years of 
age. In 2005, he inherited stock in a family business, named Yuletide, Inc., which is now worth 
5.5 million dollars. He also inherited a family mansion, worth 3.5 million dollars, located in 
State A. Rudolph's income, as president of Yuletide, Inc., is $650,000. per year. This is his 
second marriage. One child, now eighteen years of age, was born of his prior marriage. That 
child does not live with Rudolph and Noelle. By contrast, this was Noelle's first marriage. She 
is thirty-one years of age, and has never finished college. At the time of the marriage, Noelle 
_was employed as a retail sales clerk at Macy's. Noelle quit working when Nicholas was born 
and has not returned to the work force, nor has she attempted to finish her college education 
because Twinkle is not yet enrolled in school full-time. Noelle has been devoting all her attention 
to keeping the home and to caring for the children. 

Three days prior to Noelle and Rudolph's marriage, Rudolph presented Noelle with a prenuptial 
agreement which essentially provided that in the event of divorce, Noelle would be awarded 
custody of any minor children born of the marriage. It also provided that in the event of divorce, 
she would receive $4K annually for spousal and child support and in return, she would waive all 
her right, title and interest in Yuletide, Inc. The agreement also required that in the event of 
divorce, Rudolph would receive the mansion. Rudolph told Noelle he wouldn't many her unless 
she signed the agreement. Noelle signed the agreement without the assistance of c01msel and 
after reviewing a list of assets the day before signing the agreement. The value of the stock in 
Yuletide, Inc. was listed as "undetermined." 

The marriage had been happy until about five years ago, when Noelle felt neglected and ignored 
by Rudolph's intense focus on his job. She had a brief affair at that time, which she ended about 
eight months prior to Twinkle' s bi1th. However, for the past three years, Rudolph has been 
drinking heavily. On occasions when he is intoxicated and alone with Noelle, Rudolph is 



aggressive and demanding. Additionally, he is demeaning and insulting to her in the company of 
others, including the children. On December 1st

, Nicholas went to school and reported to the 
school nurse that he felt ill. When asked what was wrong, Nicholas stated that his stomach was 
upset because on the previous evening he had heard his mother screaming in her bedroom. He 
said he heard several loud bangs in there and he heard his father slam the bedroom door, 
exclaiming, "You good-for-nothing piece of trash ... ", as he (Rudolph) exited the bedroom. A 
half hour later, Noelle emerged with a reddened and swollen cheekbone. Nicholas told the nurse 
that he thought his father was hitting his mother. He stated that he was sick and afraid for his 
mother. Nicholas asked to be dismissed from school early to go home to his mother and his little 
sister, to protect them. 

Noelle called your office this week for an appointment. When she comes to your office, she 
explains that she would like to move to State B to reside in the ski condo with the children as she 
can no longer tolerate living with Rudolph. She tells you that she has resumed contact with Yuri, 
her paramour of five years ago, through Face book and she feels as if there is something still 
between them. She is also wondering if the pre-nuptial agreement she signed is binding, because 
she believes that she cannot live in the manner to which she has become accustomed on 4K per 
year, if it is. 

Discuss your advice to her concerning her rights, options and responsibilities. 

Problem 2 (Short Answers- Approx. 30 min.) 25% 

Directions: Please read the problem below then refer to the instructions following 
the text. 

Husband & Wife were married in and resided in the State oflcicle for 15 years. They had one 
child of the marriage, Holly, age 8. During the marriage, Wife was frequently terrorized by 
Husband. At one point he punched her so hard that she lost consciousness and required hospital 
treatment. On January 3,2017, W came home from work to find a note from H informing her 
that he was going abroad for work. However, he never called her, wrote to her, or sent any 
money to her. She had no idea where he went. When H left home, Wallowed 8 year-old Holly 
to move in with her sister, Ivy, so that W could work and support herself. Wife formalized this 
arrangement by assenting to Ivy's legal guardianship of Holly. W visited with Holly regularly 
and gave money to Ivy for Holly's care. In August of 2017, W commenced divorce proceedings 
against Hin the State oflcicle. Subsequently, in October of 2017, while W's divorce was still 
pending, but not finalized in Icicle, H filed for divorce from W in the nation of Avalanche. W 
became aware of this when she received some papers from Avalanche informing her of the 
existence of divorce proceedings along with a letter from H's attorney requesting her consent 
thereto. She signed the necessary papers and a divorce decree from Avalanche issued. 

Last month H died. There are benefits to be provided to H's surviving spouse. W wants to 
obtain those benefits and she wants to take Holly back to live with her. Ivy objects to this and 
feels this would not be in Holly's best interests. W will file to terminate Ivy's guardianship and 



she will file to become the administrator or personal representative of H's estate as his surviving 
spouse, on the theory that the Avalanche divorce is invalid. 

Define the terms below and explain their application, if any, to the foregoing fact 
pattern: (Please write your answer in the spaces provided below.) 

1. Desertion: 

2. Abuse: 

3. Doctrine of Comity: 



4. Estoppel: 

5. Parental Fitness: 

6. De Facto Parent: 



I# Parental Preference Doctrine: 

8. Subject Matter Jurisdiction: 



9. Personal Jurisdiction: 

10. Domicile: 



Happy Holidays! 



FAMILY LAW - FINAL EXAM 
Fall 2015 

On-Line and 6:00 Monday-Atty. Condurelli 

Directions: Please write your student exam identification number on your blue 
book and on your exam. Then, read the following problem carefully. Take the 
time to organize your answer. Finally, respond in essay form, using only one (1) 
blue book. 

Please write legibly and double space your writing. 

Problem 1 (Approx. 2 2 hours) 75% - (Limit: one double-spaced blue book) 
Yesterday, your secretary booked an appointment for you. You were told that Mr. Claus St. 
Nicholas wished to see you about a domestic matter. 

You met with Claus St. Nicholas in your office. Claus married his wife, Clara, at a seaside 
wedding in a religious ceremony at Beautiful Harbor in the state of Frost in the year 2000. Claus 
is 40 years of age and Clara is 41. Clara has been a stay-at-home mom since the birth of their 
first child. She is college educated and has a Master's degree in special education. Claus is the 
manager of the computer programming department of a large company in the state of Frost. He 
has a Master's degree in computer engineering. He earns $155,000.00 per year. Clara is the 
heiress to a family fortune. She receives trust income of$3,800.00 per month. She inherited 
stock to her family's business worth 5 million dollars. The couple jointly owns a home in the 
state of Blizzard, where they built a new home eleven (11) months ago. The home is worth 
$470,000.00, with an outstanding mortgage of$200,000.00. The down payment of $270,000.00 
was derived from a $70,000.00 gift from Clara's family, as well as the proceeds of the sale of the 
couple's last home in the state of Frost (which they sold, in order to move to Blizzard). They 
own two cars in each of their names, a BMW worth $30,000.00 and a Range Rover, worth 
$28,000.00. 

Two days prior to their wedding, Claus and Clara executed a prenuptial agreement, at Clara's 
-family's insistence. The agreement provided that Clara would be the sole custodian of any 
children born of the marriage. Under the agreement, Claus waived any right to alimony in the 
event of divorce. The agreement also required him to waive any and all interest in Clara's trust 
property, trust income, and stock. Clara's attorney prepared the agreement. Clara paid for 
Claus's attorney. Clara's attorney provided Claus with her tax returns for the prior 3 years in 
advance of the execution of the proposed agreement. Claus's attorney never requested further 
financial information. 

Mr. St. Nicholas states that his marriage has reached crisis proportions. He recounts to you that 
Clara has been visiting his neighbors over the last three months, telling them all falsehoods about 
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him and his conduct. The result has been an extremely uncomfortable existence for Claus St. 
Nicholas in his neighborhood. He learned the details of these visits from his friend, Rudolph 
Donner, who lives next door. According to Rudolph, Clara has been going to Rudolph's house 
with empty vodka bottles, claiming that she found them among Claus's things. She told the 
Dormers and others that life with Claus has been a living hell. He drinks, goes out with other 
women, then comes home and belittles her in front of the children. She complained of his 
vicious temper and his harsh manner of physically disciplining the children. Mrs. St. Nicholas 
told the neighbors that she worries about her safety and that of the children every day that she 
lives with her husband. 

Armed with this information, last week, Claus St. Nicholas confronted his wife. She began to 
scream obscenities at him, flinging pots and pans, carrying on wildly for all of the neighbors to 
hear, accusing him of having an affair and of being a drunk. All of this took place in front of the 
children. Claus was struck by a two-quart saucepan in the forehead. You can see the bruise, but 
Mr. St. Nicholas did not seek medical attention for the injury at the time of the occurrence 
because he felt embarrassed. 

Following this incident, Clara St. Nicholas has been placing phone calls to Claus throughout the 
day at work. She will not speak to him but will instead leave messages for him via Claus's 
secretary and boss. Such messages will, for example, warn him not to come home from work 
drunk. She will threaten to call the police if he hurts her again. Mrs. St. Nicholas has also 
questioned the secretary about what her husband was doing at lunch, whether he was also 
drinking at work, and whether she knew the "bimbo" who was wrecking her life. Claus claims 
that his wife is deliberately calling him at work to set him up. The result, of course, is that Mr. 
St. Nicholas is humiliated and afraid that he will lose his job. 

Even more concerning to him is that his son, Blitzen, age 9, has begun using profane language 
when he is angry and he has taken to thumb sucking, which he has never done before. When 
Claus arrives home from work, Blitzen is clingy and whiny. He never leaves his dad's side until 
bedtime. The child insists that his dad put him to bed each night and he clutches Claus's hand 
until he falls asleep. 

Clarisse, the thirteen year-old, told Claus that her mother yells at her and Blitzen all day long. 
She hits them for little or no reason. Clarisse deals with this by staying outside of the home for as 
long and as often as possible. Little or no affection is displayed between mother and daughter. 
Clarisse would like to run away and has recently confided this to her English teacher. 

Clarisse attends private school and is in the eighth grade. She anticipated attending an exclusive 
private high school next year. Blitzen attends Blizzard public schools and is in the fourth grade. 
He has a hearing disability and Clara has been instrumental in obtaining for him, the educational 
services he requires to make satisfactory educational progress. 

2 



Claus is concerned about a number of issues. He believes that his relationship with Clara needs 
to end and he thinks that she should not be caring for their children. What will you tell him 
about his rights, options and exposures? 

Problem 2 (Short Answers- Approx. 30 min.) 25% 

Directions: Please read the text below then refer to the instructions following the 
text. 

Huxley & Wednesday were married in State A and resided in State A for four years when they 
began to experience marital discord. One child was born during the marriage: Gabbie, age three. 
Both parties work and they paid a live-in nanny to care for Gabbie. Three months ago Huxley 
discovered that Wednesday had an ongoing affair with another man. Unbeknownst to Huxley, 
this man was Wednesday's former husband, Ricardo from whom she obtained a divorce in the 
Dominican Republic. The divorce was obtained after both Ricardo (Husband #1) and 
Wednesday signed divorce papers in State A before a notary public. The papers were in 
Spanish, a language Wednesday does not speak. Neither H#1 (Ricardo), nor Wednesday ever 
went to the Dominican Republic. They hired an attorney in the DR to present their executed 
papers to a tribunal in their absence. After discovering that Wednesday had been unfaithful 
throughout their four-year marriage, Huxley asked Wednesday to leave the marital home. She 
did so, taking Gabbie with her to live in State B where Wednesday has family. Wednesday 
declined to take Nanny with her to State B to live. Nanny misses Gabbie and wants to continue 
to spend time with her. 

After three months of separation, Huxley has lost all hope for reconciliation. He wishes to 
legally sever his relationship with Wednesday. 

Define the following terms and explain their application, if any, to the fact pattern above: 
(Please write your answers in the spaces provided below and on the next pages.) 

1. Annulment: 
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2. Fraud: 

3. Doctrine of Comity: 

4. Desertion: 

5. Removal: 

6. Domicile: 
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7. De Facto Parent: 

8. Subject Matter Jurisdiction: 

9. Personal Jurisdiction: 

10. Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act: 
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Have a happy holiday! 
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FAMILY LAW - FINAL EXAM 
Fall2014 

On-Line and 6:30 Monday - Condurelli 

Directions: Please write your exam number on your blue book and on your 
exam. Then, read the following problem carefully. Take the time to 
orgamze your answer. Finally, respond in essay form, within the limitations 
specified below. 

Please write legibly and double space your writing. 

Problem 1 (Approx. 2 2 hours) 75%- (Limit: One (1) double-spaced blue 
book) 

Vixen Noel manied Prancer Snow in State A in 1999. The parties have two minor 
children, a daughter, Cupid (age 4) and a son, Dasher (Age 10). Prancer Snow comes 
from a wealthy background and he has a master's level degree in management. He is 55 
years of age. In 1999, he inherited stock in a family business, named Yuletide, Inc., 
which is now worth 5.5 million dollars. He also inherited a family mansion, worth 3.5 
million dollars, which is located in State A. This is where Vixen and Prancer have been 
living. The parties also own a ski condo in State B, which was acquired three years ago. 
The title to this property is in both their names. Prancer's income, as president of 
Yuletide, Inc., is 650 thousand dollars per year. This is his second maniage. One child, 
now eighteen years of age, was born of his prior maniage. By contrast, this was Vixen's 
first maniage. She is thirty-one years of age, and has never finished college. At the time 
of the marriage, Vixen was employed as a retail sales clerk at Macy's. Vixen quit 
working when Dasher was born and has not returned to the work force nor has she 
attempted to finish her college education because Cupid is not yet enrolled in school full­
time. Vixen has been devoting all of her attention to keeping the home and to caring for 
the children. 

Three days prior to Vixen and Prancer's marriage, Prancer presented Vixen with a 
prenuptial agreement which essentially provided that in the event of divorce, Vixen 
would be awarded custody of any minor children born of the marriage. It also provided 
that in the event of divorce, she would receive four thousand dollars annually for spousal 
and child support and in return, she would waive all of her right, title and interest in 
Yuletide, Inc. The agreement also required that in the event of divorce, Prancer would 
receive the mansion. Prancer told Vixen he wouldn't man·y her unless she signed the 
agreement. Vixen signed the agreement without the assistance of counsel and after 
reviewing a list of assets the day before signing the agreement. The value of the stock in 
Yuletide, Inc. was listed as "undetermined." 



The marriage had been happy until about five years ago, when Vixen felt neglected and 
ignored by Prancer's intense focus on his job. She had a brief affair at that time, which 
she ended about eight months prior to Cupid's bilih. However, for the past three years, 
Prancer has been drinking heavily. On occasions when he is intoxicated and alone with 
Vixen, Prancer is aggressive and demanding. Additionally, he is demeaning and 
insulting to her in the company of others, including the children. On December 15

\ 

Dasher went to school and reported to the school nurse that he felt ill. When asked what 
was wrong, Dasher stated that his stomach was upset because on the previous evening he 
had heard his mother screaming in her bedroom. He said he heard several loud bangs in 
there and he heard his father slam the bedroom door, exclaiming, "You good-for-nothing 
piece oftrash ... ", as he (Prancer) exited the bedroom. A half hour later, Vixen emerged 
with a reddened and swollen cheekbone and eye socket. Dashe1~ told~the nm'se tlla.t he 
just knew his father was hitting his mother. He stated that he was sick and afraid for his 
mother. He asked if he could be dismissed from school early to go home to his mother 
and his little sister, to protect them. 

Vixen called your office this week for an appointment. When she comes to your office, 
she explains that she would like to move to State B to reside in the ski condo with the 
children as she can no longer tolerate living with Prancer. She tells you that she has 
resumed contact with Rudolph, her paramour of five years ago, through Facebook and 
she feels as if there is something still between them. She is also wondering if the pre­
nuptial agreement she signed is binding, because she believes that she cannot live in the 

) manner in which she has become accustomed if it is. 

Discuss your advice to her conceming her rights, options and responsibilities. 

Problem 2 (Short Answers- Approx. 30 min.) 25% 

Directions: Please read the problem below then refer to the instructions 
following the text. 

Husband & Wife were married in and resided in the State of Icicle for 15 years. They had 
one child of the maiTiage, Holly, age 8. During the mruTiage, Wife was frequently 
teiTorized by Husband. At one point he punched her so hard that she lost consciousness 
and required hospital treatment. On January 3, 2014, W came home from work to find a 
note from H informing her that he was going abroad for work. However, he never called 
her, wrote to her, or sent any money to her. She had no idea where he went. When H left 
home, W allowed 8 year-old Holly to move in with her brother, Nicholas, so that W 
could work and support herself. Wife fmmalized this arrangement by assenting to 
Nicholas's legal guru·dianship of Holly. W visited with Holly regularly and gave money 
to Nicholas for Holly's care. In August of2014, W commenced divorce proceedings 
against H in the State of Icicle. Subsequently, in October of2014, while W's divorce 
was still pending, but not finalized in Icicle, H obtained a divorce from W in the nation 
of Avalanche. W became aware of this when she received some papers fi:om Avalanche 



·:\ 
i inf01ming her of the existence of divorce proceedings along with a letter from H 

requesting her consent thereto. She signed the necessary papers. 

Last month H died. There are benefits to be provided to H's surviving spouse. W wants 
to obtain those benefits and she wants to take Holly back to live with her. Nicholas 
objects to this and feels this would not be in Holly's best interests. W will file to 
terminate Nick's guardianship and she will file to become the administrator or personal 
representative ofH's estate as his surviving spouse, on the theory that the Avalanche 
divorce is invalid. 

Define the terms below and explain their application, if any, to the foregoing 
fact pattern: (Please write your answer in the spaces provided below. ) 

1. Desertion: 

2. Abuse: 

3. Doctrine of Comity: 



4. Estoppel: 

5. Parental Fitness: 

6. De Facto Parent: 

7. Parental Preference Doctrine: 



----., 
. .1 

8. Subject Matter Jurisdiction: 

9. Personal Jurisdiction: 

10. Domicile: 

Happy Holidays 
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