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MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF LAW at ANDOVER

SYLLABUS for BUSINESS FINANCE – Fall 2023
Professor Michael B. Leamy, EdD. & Professor Diane M. Sullivan

INSTRUCTORS:
Professor Michael B. Leamy, EdD. – Email:  leamy@mslaw.edu 

Phone:  978-906-3512
Professor Diane M. Sullivan - Email: dianes@mslaw.edu
Phone:  978.681.0800 ext. 120
TEXTBOOKS:
The required textbook is a free, open source textbook located at the link below.  It can be viewed online and/or printed as a free downloadable pdf from OPENSTAX
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/principles-of-finance
Principles of Finance

Julie Dahlquist, Texas Christian University

Rainford Knight, Florida Atlantic University

Alan S. Adams, Dean College

ISBN 13: 9781951693541

Publisher: OpenStax
Language: English
Harvard cases studies as acquired through Professor Harayda for Dean Sullivan’s classes.  (see class schedule for those cases and dates) 
CLASS TIMES:
Tuesdays and Thursdays 11am - 12:20pm 

(some a-synchronous meetings to replace Tuesday classes, content online)

OFFICE HOURS:
By appointment Zoom, phone or in person as requested
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

Finance for Business will focus on the principles of corporate financial management.  Students will examine the complexities of financial analysis for effective decision-making.  Topics include strategic financial planning and applying ethical principles and practices to financial management.  The course will focus on using accounting and financial information to plan, analyze, implement and eventually evaluate business decisions and activities.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the overall role and importance of the finance function
2. Describe the value of using financial information for management decision making.
3. Understand the importance of key performance indicators from financial statements.
4. Demonstrate finance management knowledge.

5. Apply ethical principles and practices to financial management.
GRADING PROCEDURES
Discussions in class and online:

10%

Assignments (2):



50%

Final Project




40%

ASSIGNMENTS
1. All assignments must be typed, doubled-spaced, using word processing (unless otherwise instructed); and use APA format when appropriate.
2. All assignments must be submitted on the due date unless other arrangements have been made with the instructor PRIOR TO THE DUE DATE. No late work will be accepted unless arrangements have been made with the instructor and an extended due date negotiated. Late assignments may incur a reduction in points per day late.
3. Candidates are expected to have technological proficiency in using e-mail, including sending attachments properly formatted; navigating the Internet; using Power Point; and developing web pages, brochures and other publications as needed. If you need help in this regard, please see me so that I can assist you in acquiring these skills.

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:
  X  
Lecture
       
Laboratory

  X   
Discussion/Questioning
        
Pre-Practicum

  X   
Viewing/Listening/Answering
  X   
Role Playing/Simulation

  X   
Problem Finding/Solving
  X   
Independent Learning

  X   
Discovery
 ___
Field Trips

  X   
Interviewing
  __  
Computer Applications

  X   
Collaborative Learning
  X   
Data Collection

  X   
Reflective Response
        
Other ________________________

COURSE OUTLINE
	Date
	 
	Course Content 

	8/22/2023
	Tuesday
	Course Introduction & Overview

	8/24/2023
	Thursday
	Introduction to Finance, the role of finance, markets and stakeholders

	8/29/2023
	Tuesday
	Case Study with Dean Sullivan (1)

	8/31/2023
	Thursday
	Corporate Structure and Governance                                  Business structures and the relationship between shareholders and the organization/management

	9/5/2023
	Tuesday
	Economic Foundations

	9/7/2023
	Thursday
	Money and rates, overview of microeconomics and macroeconomics

	9/12/2023
	Tuesday
	Case Study with Dean Sullivan (2)

	9/14/2023
	Thursday
	Accrual Accounting Process                                                          What is the impact of accrual accounting for an organization, profit and loss

	9/19/2023
	Tuesday
	Reading and understanding financial statements, the relationship between the balance sheet and the income statement

	9/21/2023
	Thursday
	Exam #1

	9/26/2023
	Tuesday
	Case Study with Dean Sullivan (3)

	9/28/2023
	Thursday
	Measures of Financial Health                                                    Ratios and their impact on decision making

	10/3/2023
	Tuesday
	Time Value of Money

	10/5/2023
	Thursday
	TVM Basics and solving tvm problems

	10/10/2023
	Tuesday
	Mid Course Review

	10/12/2023
	Thursday
	Case Study with Dean Sullivan (4)

	10/17/2023
	Tuesday
	Basics of Investments                                                                           Bond and Bond valuation

	10/19/2023
	Thursday
	Bonds continued

	10/24/2023
	Tuesday
	Stocks and stock valuations

	10/26/2023
	Thursday
	Exam #2

	10/31/2023
	Tuesday
	Overview of US Financial Markets

	11/2/2023
	Thursday
	Financial Markets continued

	11/7/2023
	Tuesday
	Case Study with Dean Sullivan (5)

	11/9/2023
	Thursday
	Investing 

	11/14/2023
	Tuesday
	Raising Capital

	11/16/2023
	Thursday
	Capital structures

	11/21/2023
	Tuesday
	Financial Forecasting

	11/23/2023
	Thursday
	No Class: Thanksgiving

	11/28/2023
	Tuesday
	Start class wrap up 

	11/30/2023
	Thursday
	Review for final


