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INSTRUCTIONS 
 
This is a closed book, three hour exam, consisting of three questions, each worth 33 
points.  I am giving you 1 free point, because you are totally awesome, and worth it.  As 
we discussed in class, assume a $5 million federal estate tax threshold, and a flat estate 
tax of 50%, if applicable. In addition, assume all parties reside in Massachusetts, and all 
events take place there, unless otherwise noted.    
 
Good luck, and I wish you a happy holiday season. 
 
 
QUESTION ONE 
 
Liz and Bob met in college, and they both knew that they were meant for each other.  
After they both graduated from college in 1993, they married, and Bob immediately 
shipped off on a two year tour of duty in Afghanistan.  In August, 1994, Liz gave birth to 
a baby boy, whom she named Samuel.  Liz had another child in 1998, whom she named 
Nancy.   
 
Knowing the uncertainties of life, and worried that he might die young and not provide 
for his kids, in 1998 Bob purchased a life insurance policy for $1 million dollars “for my 
two children” as beneficiaries.  In 1999 Bob went to an attorney named Simon, who 
drafted his will.  The 5 page will was executed in the attorney’s office, and signed by 
Bob, and then signed by two of the attorney’s law partners as witnesses.  Other than the 
provisions below, the will basically left half of his estate to his wife, and the rest, residue, 
and remainder in a testamentary trust in equal shares to Samuel and Nancy (nothing was 
said in the will about what would happen to the children’s shares if either were to 
predecease Bob, even though Bob told the attorney that he wanted a predeceasing child’s 
share to go to the surviving child).   
 
While carefully reading the will over lunch while on a business trip to Arizona, Bob 
realized that his attorney forgot to include a specific bequest of $10,000 to his great uncle 
Eduardo, who taught him how to hunt and fish when Bob was a little boy, so Bob 
grabbed a pen and inserted the appropriate language right on the face of the will to give 
the money to Eduardo, and then initialed it.  When he got back from Arizona, Bob once 
again read over his will and noticed that Simon had mistakenly also inserted his aunt 
Ethel as a beneficiary of $10,000, so he crossed out her name and inserted his aunt 
Maizey’s name, which is what he wanted all along. Bob initialed the change. 
 



Bob and Liz had a baby girl named Fiona in 2000, and almost got divorced in 2003 after 
Bob fathered a baby out of wedlock with a woman named Gertie.  Gertie named their 
child Henrietta.  
 
Bob was constantly traveling, and the stress of his job and his marriage drove him to a 
doctor who, after a battery of tests, diagnosed Bob with post-traumatic stress syndrome.  
Bob’s personal life spiraled downward after that.  He started drinking heavily, and soon 
moved out of his house to live on the streets. 
 
In June, 2012, Samuel fathered a child out of wedlock, whom he (and his girlfriend 
Rhonda) named Isaac.  Now a father, Samuel went to an attorney named Ike to have a 
will and a revocable trust drawn up.  Basically, the will poured everything into the trust.  
And basically, the trust stated as follows: 
 

“½ of the trust assets are to be put in a sub-trust for Isaac until he reaches the age 
of 18, and then paid outright to him.  ¼ of the trust assets are to be paid to my 
girlfriend Rhonda, in 5 equal annual installments, and ¼ of the trust assets are to 
be paid to my sister Nancy.” 
 

Samuel signed the will, and it was properly witnessed.  He signed the trust, but Ike (the 
attorney) forgot to even name a trustee. 
 
In September of 2016, Liz wrote out her will in pen, and it stated, in relevant part: 
 

I leave $20,000 to each of my two children, $10,000 to my three sisters, $20,000 
to my mother, my diamond wedding ring to my niece, $1,000 to Bob (as long as 
he doesn’t spend the money on alcohol), and the residue of my estate to my next 
door neighbor, my BFF Katrina.  
 

Liz signed it, and then she had Fiona and Katrina’s husband sign it as witnesses. 
 
In early February, 2016, Nancy made her duly executed will, drafted by her attorney.  
Nancy left ½ of her estate to her brother Samuel, ¼ of her estate to her second cousin 
Jasmine, and ¼ in trust to “the Lawrence/Andover Society for the Preservation of 
Priceless Art.”  No such charity exists.  
 
Samuel went on a hunting trip with his girlfriend and his sister Nancy in March of 2020, 
and their mutilated bodies were found near a site known to be frequented by hungry 
bears.  
 
Both Bob and Eduardo died in August, 2020.   
 
Liz died in her sleep in December, 2020.  Her estate is valued at $600,000.   
 
WHO GETS WHAT, AND WHY? 

 



 
QUESTION TWO  
 
Stephen and Grace married in 1980 after he returned home from a 2 year stint on a Coast 
Guard tour of duty.  They had 4 kids from 1983 to 1993, named Chico, Rico, Nico, and 
Blaise.  Not knowing that Blaise would soon appear, Stephen made a duly executed will 
in 1992 leaving 1/3 to his 3 kids, 1/3 to his brother David, and 1/3 to Grace.  He and 
Grace divorced in 2003, mostly due to money troubles and the stress of raising 4 kids.  
Stephen remarried in 2007, to a woman named Jezebel.  Steven became very sick in 
2008, and Jezebel divorced him in 2009.  Stephen died in 2019 while living in the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke, Massachusetts.   
 
His best friend (and roommate) while living there, Jock Lewing, also a Coast Guard 
veteran, committed suicide when he learned of Stephen’s death.  Jock had a duly 
executed will, leaving $10,000 each to distant relatives Patsy and Jenna, who were related 
to Jock through his great-great-great grandparents, and the remainder to Harvard Law 
School.  Patsy died a week before Jock did, leaving a husband and two minor children.  
Surprisingly, Jock had a bank account with almost $1 million in it.   
 
Chico fathered four children out of wedlock before dying in August of 2019.  Rico 
fathered two children out of wedlock before dying in September of 2019.  Nico and 
Blaise are both happily married, and each has one child from their respective marriages.  
 
Grace made a will after the birth of her third child, Nico.  In her duly executed will, she 
left $50,000 to each of her four sisters, $10,000 to each of her three children, and the 
residue of her estate to her three best friends, Kevin, Kory, and Kara.  Kara died in 2009, 
leaving one child, Faustina.  Grace died a few weeks ago with a bank account in her own 
name worth $430,000.  She also had a $100,000 life insurance policy, with $50,000 going 
to her sister Norma, and $50,000 going to her third cousin thrice removed, Anita, who 
died early last year, leaving two young children.  Norma died in 2020, leaving a child, 
Carmine. 
 
After divorcing Stephen, Jezebel met a nice man named Frank.  Prior to meeting Jezebel, 
Frank was married to (and divorced from) Arline, and they had 2 children, Snow and 
Rain (Arline was a bit of a hippie).  While married to Arline, Frank made a duly executed 
will which gave $100,000 to Perkins Institute For The Blind, $200,000 to Arline, and the 
residue of his estate to his 2 children.  Frank’s pension beneficiary was his wife Arline, 
and he never changed it after divorcing her.  Rain died 6 weeks ago, as a result of a tragic 
accident at the daycare center (she got run over by a frazzled and inattentive mother who 
had picked up her child at the daycare, and was backing out of her parking space).   
 
Jezebel and Frank married in September, 2020, and Frank died on their honeymoon.  
Frank died with a bank account (in his own name) that had $600,000 in it. 
 
Jezebel made a duly executed will upon her return from her sad honeymoon.  Her will 
gave $30,000 to her niece, Yolanda, and the residue to her brother, Enrique.  In 



November, 2020, because Yolanda needed the money to buy a house, Jezebel, upon 
advice of counsel (to take advantage of the $14,000 gift tax annual exclusion), gave a gift 
of $10,000 to Yolanda and $10,000 to her husband, Jeeves, in lieu of the $20,000.  
Jezebel told them it was an advance of what they would take under her will, and they 
thanked her profusely.  Jezebel died last week. 
 
One last thing.  Frank’s uncle Aaron, who died years ago, had a will which left 
everything to his daughter Ann, for life, and then to “Ann’s descendants who survive 
Ann, by right of representation.”  Ann, childless, unmarried and dying of terminal cancer, 
adopted her 47 year old best friend, Olivia, last month.  Ann passed away yesterday.  
 
 
WHO GETS WHAT, AND WHY? 
 
   
QUESTION THREE 
 
Zelda was born into wealth.  Her father, Samuel Worthington Goldman Sachs III, left her 
all of the stock in the company he founded (and ran until his death), Computer Solutions, 
Inc.  She was thus the sole owner of the corporation, owning 20,000 shares of stock.  
 
In 2017, upon the advice of counsel, she put $10,000,000 into a revocable trust, naming 
herself as trustee, and giving herself the income for life.  Her attorney, Mel Practisse, told 
her that there was absolutely no gift, estate, or income tax implications in doing so, so 
nothing was ever filed with the IRS.   Upon her death, the trust would be used to give 
income to her nieces for life, then to her nieces’ female children for life, then to her 
grandnieces’ female children for life, then to her great-grandnieces’ children for life, and 
then to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital, in fee simple.   
 
In 2018, also upon the advice of counsel, she made a duly executed will which left 
10,000 shares of her company to her brother, Mario, 10,000 shares to her other brother, 
Mark, and the residue to MSLAW. 
 
Later in 2018, Zelda adopted a 22 year old Malaysian orphan named Malika. 
 
In 2018, Zelda agreed to merge her company with Mammoth Pharmaceuticals Inc., in a 
stock for stock deal worth $50 million.  She received 5,000 shares of Mammoth stock as 
part of the deal.  In 2019, she bought another 1,000 shares of Mammoth stock. 
 
Zelda’s brother Mark was also smart, like his sister, but he was a bad and greedy person, 
and he was deeply upset that he inherited nothing from his father.  In early 2020, 
unwilling to wait for Zelda to die so he might get some of her money, he went down to 
the Florida Keys, brought Zelda back to his bungalow in Billerica, and murdered Zelda.  
Mark was tried for murder, but was (somehow) acquitted.  Malika sued him civilly, and 
two months ago, Mark was found, by a preponderance of the evidence, to be criminally 
accountable for the felonious and intentional killing of Zelda.  Mark committed suicide 



last week, leaving two minor children, Seth and Beth, and a (not-so) grieving widow 
named Jessica, and a duly executed will which left everything to Seth. The will never 
even mentioned his wife, or Beth.  
 
Zelda’s other brother, Mario, was a much nicer guy than Mark.  Also smart, he married a 
woman Gertie and became a very successful hedge fund manager.  They bought a house 
together, and they had two children, Bif and Chastity.  With attorney Juan’s assistance, 
Mario made a revocable trust and funded it with $2 million.  He got the income for life, 
and then it would go in fee simple to his children upon his death.  Mario’s will (also 
drafted by Juan), which he executed after the birth of his second child, had a few 
interesting things worth mentioning.  (Mario signed the will, then Juan signed it, and then 
they called in Juan’s secretary to sign it.  She was not happy about having to leave her 
cubicle, where she was posting stuff on Facebook, just to go to Juan’s office.  Mario had 
it notarized a week later.)  First, Mario disinherited his wife.  Second, he left his half of 
the house to his childhood friend, Samuel.  Third, he revoked the trust.  Fourth, he 
changed the beneficiary of his life insurance policy from his alma mater, Yale University, 
to his college roommate, Marty.  Fifth, he specifically disinherited his children.  Lastly, 
he left the residue of his estate to his hunting buddy, Guido. 
 
Mario and Guido went bear hunting two weeks ago.  Their dead bodies were found 
yesterday, mauled beyond recognition.  They were identified by their drivers’ licenses. 
 
Guido’s will was really short.  It said “I leave only $100 to my wife, $100 to each of my 
kids, and everything else to the Catholic Church.”  It was duly executed in his attorney’s 
office (Juan, again).  Guido left behind a widow and three small children, and a bank 
account worth $1,000,000.. 
 
 
WHO GETS WHAT, AND WHY? 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
 
This is a closed book, three hour exam, consisting of three 
questions, each worth 33 points.  I am awarding you 1 free point, 
because you are so awesome.  As we discussed in class, assume a 
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noted.    
 
Good luck, and I wish you a happy and virus-free holiday season. 
 
 
QUESTION ONE 

 
Liz and Bob met in college, and they both knew that they were 
meant for each other.  After they both graduated from college in 
1993, they married, and Bob immediately shipped off on a two 
year tour of duty in Afghanistan.  He came back in 1997.  In 
August, 1994, Liz gave birth to a baby boy, whom she named 
Samuel.  Liz had another child in 1998, whom they named Nancy.   
 
Knowing the uncertainties of life, and worried that he might die 
young and not provide for his kids, in 1998 Bob purchased a life 
insurance policy for $1 million dollars “for my two children” as 
beneficiaries.  In 1999 Bob went to an attorney, who drafted his 
will.  The 5 page will was executed in the attorney’s office, and 
signed by Bob, and then signed by two of the attorney’s law 



partners as witnesses.  Other than the provisions below, the will 
basically left half of his estate to his wife, and the rest, residue, and 
remainder in a testamentary trust in equal shares to Samuel and 
Nancy (nothing was said in the will about what would happen to 
the children’s shares if either were to predecease Bob, even though 
Bob told the attorney that he wanted a predeceasing child’s share 
to go to the surviving child).   
 
While carefully reading the will over lunch while on a business trip 
to Arizona, Bob realized that the attorney (named Simon) forgot to 
include a specific bequest of $10,000 to his great uncle Eduardo, 
who taught him how to hunt and fish when Bob was a little boy, so 
Bob grabbed a pen and inserted the appropriate language right on 
the face of the will to give the money to Eduardo, and then 
initialed it.  When he got back from Arizona, Bob once again read 
over his will and noticed that the attorney had mistakenly inserted 
his aunt Ethel as a beneficiary of $10,000, so he crossed out her 
name and inserted his aunt Maizey’s name, which is what he 
wanted all along. Bob initialed the change. 
 
Bob and Liz had a baby girl named Fiona in 2000, and almost got 
divorced in 2003 after Bob fathered a baby out of wedlock with a 
woman named Gertie.  Gertie named their child Henrietta.  
 
Bob was constantly traveling, and the stress of his job and his 
marriage drove him to a doctor who, after a battery of tests, 
diagnosed Bob with post-traumatic stress syndrome.  Bob’s 
personal life spiraled downward after that.  He started drinking 
heavily, and soon moved out of his house to live on the streets. 
 
In June, 2012, Samuel fathered a child out of wedlock, whom he 
and his girlfriend named Isaac.  Now a father, Samuel went to an 
attorney named Ike to have a will and a revocable trust drawn up.  
Basically, the will poured everything into the trust.  And basically, 
the trust stated as follows: 



 
“½ of the trust assets are to be put in a sub-trust for Isaac 
until he reaches the age of 18, and then paid outright to him.  
¼ of the trust assets are to be paid to my girlfriend, in 5 equal 
annual installments, and ¼ of the trust assets are to be paid to 
Nancy.” 
 

Samuel signed the will, and it was properly witnessed.  He signed 
the trust, but Ike (the attorney) forgot to even name a trustee.  He 
also only had 1 witness sign the trust. 
 
In September of 2016, Liz wrote out her will in pen, and it stated, 
in relevant part: 
 

I leave $20,000 to each of my two children, $10,000 to my 
three sisters, $20,000 to my mother, my diamond wedding 
ring to my niece, $1,000 to Bob (as long as he doesn’t spend 
the money on alcohol), and the residue of my estate to my 
next door neighbor, my BFF Katrina.  
 

Liz signed it, and then she had (16 year old) Fiona and Katrina sign 
it as witnesses. 
 
In early February, 2016, Nancy made her duly executed will, 
drafted by her attorney.  Nancy left ½ of her estate to her brother 
Samuel, ¼ of her estate to her second cousin Jasmine, and ¼ in 
trust to “the Lawrence/Andover Society for the Preservation of 
Priceless Art.”  No such charity exists.  
 
Samuel went on a hunting trip with his girlfriend Rhonda and his 
sister Nancy in March of 2022, and their mutilated bodies were 
found near a site known to be frequented by hungry bears.  
 
Both Bob and Eduardo died in August, 2022.   
 



Liz died in her sleep in November, 2022.  Her estate is valued at 
$600,000.   
 
WHO GETS WHAT, AND WHY? 

 
QUESTION TWO 

 
In 1990, Jared and Karen finally got out of college, headed to 
Vegas, and got married.  Then they came back to their hometown 
of Dracut.  Three lovely children were born of the marriage.  
George was born in 1992, Jamie was born in 1999, and Darrin was 
born in 2004.  Jared and Karen both made valid reciprocal wills, 
leaving everything to each other, and to the kids in equal shares if 
one predeceased the other.  
 
Karen split right after Darrin was born, leaving Jared with 3 kids to 
feed.  She simply disappeared.  Interestingly enough, at the same 
time, so did the mailman.   
 
In 2010, George got his high school sweetheart Janet pregnant.  
While she was giving birth to their daughter, Violet, George went 
into the hospital coffee shop, bought a coffee, and wrote the 
following note: 
 

I love Janet.  If I die, I want her to have everything, 
except our new baby gets the first $100K. 

 
He then signed the note, and had 2 Ob-Gyn nurses sign as 
witnesses after Violet came into this world. He put the note into his 
wallet.  When Violet turned 3, George and Janet got married.  It 
was a very lovely ceremony.  Violet, cute as a button, was a 
bridesmaid.  George then enlisted, got sent to Iraq in 2013, and has 
been there, off and on, up to and including this year.   
 



Jamie married a doctor in 2019, while George was home on leave.  
It too was a wonderful ceremony.  The doctor, Tim Totomy, was 
31, twice divorced, with 2 kids from each marriage.  Two months 
before his second marriage ended, Tim went to his attorney, Mel 
Practisse, and, based upon their discussions, put everything he 
owned into a revocable trust which named him as Grantor, him as 
Trustee, him as the life income beneficiary, and 3 of his four kids 
as remainder beneficiaries. Tim was well-educated, and did not 
think such a trust was valid, but his attorney assured him 
otherwise.  In early 2020, Tim made a valid will, leaving 
everything to Shriner’s Hospital for Children.  Also in 2020, Jamie 
gave birth to their first son, Bob, and on the same day (imagine 
that!), Janet had her second child, Christos. 
 
And that brings us to Darrin.  Darrin was what you might call a 
“late bloomer.”  I would call him a “never bloomer.”  Darrin 
stayed in the basement and played video games, and surfed the 
internet.  Last week, he came across a website which allowed him 
to download a form will, so he did.  He then filled it out and signed 
it.  Basically, he left everything to his long-suffering Goth 
girlfriend, Amy.  Well, everything except $500,000 to his BFF 
Carlos (they both had a big laugh about that, given Darrin’s 
meager finances).  Carlos and George signed as witnesses. Five 
days ago, Darrin bought a lottery ticket while on a run to Dunkin’ 
Donuts.  He died in a car crash on the way home.  The ticket, you 
should know, was a winner, worth $40 million. 
 
Jared died two days ago, as a result of a massive coronary. 
 
Janet and George died yesterday afternoon while driving to 
Darrin’s funeral, victims of a freak accident.  A tree fell on the car. 
 
And Tim died peacefully in his sleep last night.   
 
Really, a no-good, awful, terrible week for these people.  



 
 
WHO GETS WHAT, AND WHY? 
 
 
QUESTION THREE 
 
Zelda was born into wealth.  Her father, Samuel Worthington 
Goldman Sachs III, left her all of the stock in the company he 
founded (and ran until his death), Computer Solutions, Inc.  She 
was thus the sole owner of the corporation, owning 20,000 shares 
of stock.  
 
In 2017, upon the advice of counsel, she put $10,000,000 into a 
revocable trust, naming herself as trustee, and giving herself the 
income for life.  Her attorney, Mel Practisse, told her that there 
was absolutely no gift, estate, or income tax implications in doing 
so, so nothing was ever filed with the IRS.   Upon her death, the 
trust would be used to give income to her nieces for life, then to 
her nieces’ female children for life, then to her grandnieces’ female 
children for life, then to her great-grandnieces’ children for life, 
and then to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital, in fee simple.   
 
In 2018, also upon the advice of counsel, she made a duly executed 
will which left 10,000 shares of her company to her brother, Mario, 
10,000 shares to her other brother, Mark, and the residue to 
MSLAW. 
 
In 2019, Zelda adopted a 22 year old Malaysian orphan named 
Malika. 
 
Also in 2019, Zelda agreed to merge her company with Mammoth 
Pharmaceuticals Inc., in a stock for stock deal worth $50 million.  
She received 5,000 shares of Mammoth stock as part of the deal.  
In 2020, she bought another 1,000 shares of Mammoth stock. 



 
Zelda’s brother Mark was also smart, like his sister, but he was a 
bad and greedy person, and he was deeply upset that he inherited 
nothing from his father.  In early 2020, unwilling to wait for Zelda 
to die so he might get some of her money, he went down to the 
Florida Keys, brought Zelda back to his bungalow in Billerica, and 
murdered Zelda.  Mark was tried for murder, but was (somehow) 
acquitted.  Malika sued him civilly, and two months ago, Mark was 
found, by a preponderance of the evidence, to be accountable for 
the felonious and intentional killing of Zelda.  Mark committed 
suicide last week, leaving two minor children, Seth and Beth, and a 
(not-so) grieving widow named Jessica, and a duly executed will 
which left everything to Seth. The will never even mentioned his 
wife, or Beth.  
 
Zelda’s other brother, Mario, was a much nicer guy than Mark.  
Also smart, he married a woman Gertie and became a very 
successful hedge fund manager.  They bought a house together as 
tenants in common, and they had two children, Bif and Chastity.  
With attorney Juan’s assistance, Mario made a revocable trust and 
funded it with $2 million.  He got the income for life, and then it 
would go in fee simple to his children upon his death.  Mario’s will 
(also drafted by Juan), which he executed before the birth of his 
second child, had a few interesting things worth mentioning.  
(Mario signed the will, then Juan signed it, and then they called in 
Juan’s secretary to sign it.  She was not happy about having to 
leave her cubicle, where she was posting stuff on Facebook, just to 
go to Juan’s office.  Mario had it notarized a week later.)  First, 
Mario left his wife $1.  Second, he left his half of the house to his 
childhood friend, Samuel.  Third, he revoked the trust.  Fourth, he 
changed the beneficiary of his life insurance policy from his alma 
mater, Yale University, to his college roommate, Marty.  Fifth, he 
left $10,000 to Bif.  Lastly, he left the residue of his estate to his 
hunting buddy, Guido. 
 



Mario and Guido went bear hunting two weeks ago.  Their dead 
bodies were found yesterday, mauled beyond recognition.  They 
were identified by their drivers’ licenses. 
 
Guido’s will was really short.  It said that “money is the root of all 
evil, so I leave only $10,000 to my wife, $100 to each of my kids, 
and everything else to the Catholic Church.”  It was duly executed 
in his attorney’s office (Juan, again).  Guido left behind a widow 
and three small children, and a bank account worth $1,000,000.. 
 
 
WHO GETS WHAT, AND WHY? 

 



 
  
Wills & Trusts 
Practice Midterm Exam 
Fall, 2023 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
 
This is a closed book, one hour exam, consisting of one question.   
 
Bob O’Link was a 41 year old, happily married man, stuck in rush hour traffic, looking 
forward to getting home to his cozy home in Andover, lighting his pipe, and basking in 
the glow of his lovely wife (and high school sweetheart), Martha, and their three kids, 
Jake, age 19, and Bonnie, age 14, and Delilah, age 7. 
 
Man, was he about to be disillusioned. 
 
When he finally did get home on that early winter evening, the house was dark, the pots 
were cold, the kids were at Grandma’s, and Martha was discovered cavorting with the 
mailman, Barney. 
 
Bob was dumbfounded by what he saw, but he composed himself, grabbed his pipe and 
pajamas, and went back out into rush hour traffic.  He never said a word to either Martha 
or Barney.  Not having any firm plans, Bob decided to go to a bar in Lawrence and drown 
his sorrows. 
 
When he got to the watering hole, it was not crowded, and he took a seat at a table in the 
back.  Flo, his waitperson, a struggling law student, took his order for a bourbon on the 
rocks, a pen, and a cocktail napkin.  While sipping his amber beverage, Bob wrote the 
following on the cocktail napkin. 
 
I, Bob, being of sound mind and disposing memory, a little tipsy and really ticked off, 
hereby make my last will and testament. 

1. I leave my no-good wife, Martha, one hundred dollars ($1,000.00), and nothing 
more.  If she contests this, she gets nothing. 

2. I leave my son, Jake, who will probably never amount to much, my tools, my car, 
my pensions (which I estimate to be worth $100,000), and my $500,000 life 
insurance policy, hereby changing the beneficiary designation from that no-good 
Martha to him. 

3. I leave my daughter, Bonnie, who will probably take after her mother, $5,000, 
provided she agrees never to marry, because she will only break the heart of some 
hard-working, pipe-smoking, schmuck like myself.    

4. Last, I leave $10,000 to my waitperson, Flo, and, if she fails to survive me, to her 
young son, whose name I do not know, but whom she talks about all the time. 

 



Bob signed his name at the bottom of the cocktail napkin, and, later that evening, had Flo 
and Joe, the 16 year old son of the owner of the bar, Moe, sign also.  Bob then went to a 
motel, and passed out on his bed, never even taking off his clothes. 
 
When the kids came home from Grandma’s, they too discovered Martha and the 
mailman, and all sorts of bad things happened.  Jake took an axe to the mailman’s head, 
killing him instantly.  He then committed suicide, leaving his sobbing girlfriend, Betty, 
all alone in the world, with nothing more than Jake’s child growing in her ever-expanding 
belly. 
 
When Bob woke up, fully clothed, the next day, he called home, and found out what had 
happened in his absence.  He rushed home, and died in a fiery car crash when he raced 
through a stop sign.  But of course he didn’t die right away.  It took him 4 days, and 
$100K of hospital bills, and then he died. 
 
Jake made a will last year, leaving everything to his girlfriend, Betty.  The mailman, I 
don’t care about.  Bob’s original will, made on the morning after Delilah’s birth, was a 
short one, which stated, “I leave everything to my good friend Bert.”  It was duly 
executed. 
 
Bob died with $300K in a revocable trust, which left the remainder (if any) to his mother, 
Bessie (who is still alive.)  He also left a bank account in his own name, which had $20K 
in it.  Everything else, he owned jointly with Martha. 
 
WHO GETS WHAT, AND WHY? 
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QUESTION ONE 
 
Liz and Bob met in college, and they both knew that they were meant for each other.  
After they both graduated from college in 1993, they married, and Bob immediately 
shipped off on a two year tour of duty in Afghanistan.  In August, 1994, Liz gave birth to 
a baby boy, whom she named Samuel.  Liz had another child in 1998, whom she named 
Nancy.   
 
Knowing the uncertainties of life, and worried that he might die young and not provide 
for his kids, in 1998 Bob purchased a life insurance policy for $1 million dollars “for my 
two children” as beneficiaries.  In 1999 Bob went to an attorney named Simon, who 
drafted his will.  The 5 page will was executed in the attorney’s office, and signed by 
Bob, and then signed by two of the attorney’s law partners as witnesses.  Other than the 
provisions below, the will basically left half of his estate to his wife, and the rest, residue, 
and remainder in a testamentary trust in equal shares to Samuel and Nancy (nothing was 
said in the will about what would happen to the children’s shares if either were to 
predecease Bob, even though Bob told the attorney that he wanted a predeceasing child’s 
share to go to the surviving child).   
 
While carefully reading the will over lunch while on a business trip to Arizona, Bob 
realized that his attorney also forgot to include a specific bequest of $10,000 to his great 
uncle Eduardo, who taught him how to hunt and fish when Bob was a little boy, so Bob 
grabbed a pen and inserted the appropriate language right on the face of the will to give 
the money to Eduardo, and then initialed it.  When he got back from Arizona, Bob once 
again read over his will and noticed that Simon had mistakenly also inserted his aunt 
Ethel as a beneficiary of $10,000, so he crossed out her name and inserted his aunt 
Maizey’s name, which is what he wanted all along. Bob initialed the change. 
 



Bob and Liz had a baby girl named Fiona in 2000, and almost got divorced in 2003 after 
Bob fathered a baby out of wedlock with a woman named Gertie.  Gertie named their 
child Henrietta.  
 
Bob was constantly traveling, and the stress of his job and his marriage drove him to a 
doctor who, after a battery of tests, diagnosed Bob with post-traumatic stress syndrome.  
Bob’s personal life spiraled downward after that.  He started drinking heavily, and soon 
moved out of his house to live on the streets. 
 
In June, 2012, Samuel fathered a child out of wedlock, whom he (and his girlfriend 
Rhonda) named Isaac.  Now a father, Samuel went to an attorney named Ike to have a 
will and a revocable trust drawn up.  Basically, the will poured everything into the trust.  
And basically, the trust stated as follows: 
 

“½ of the trust assets are to be put in a sub-trust for Isaac until he reaches the age 
of 18, and then paid outright to him.  ¼ of the trust assets are to be paid to my 
girlfriend Rhonda, in 5 equal annual installments, and ¼ of the trust assets are to 
be paid to my sister Nancy.” 
 

Samuel signed the will, and it was properly witnessed.  He signed the trust, but Ike (the 
attorney) forgot to even name a trustee. 
 
In September of 2016, Liz wrote out her will in pen, and it stated, in relevant part: 
 

I leave $20,000 to each of my two children, $10,000 to my three sisters, $20,000 
to my mother, my diamond wedding ring to my niece, $1,000 to Bob (as long as 
he doesn’t spend the money on alcohol), and the residue of my estate to my next 
door neighbor, my BFF Katrina.  
 

Liz signed it, and then she had Fiona and Katrina’s husband sign it as witnesses. 
 
In early February, 2016, Nancy made her will, drafted by her attorney.  Nancy left ½ of 
her estate to her brother Samuel, ¼ of her estate to her second cousin Jasmine, and ¼ in 
trust to “the Lawrence/Andover Society for the Preservation of Priceless Art.”  No such 
charity exists.  
 
Samuel went on a hunting trip with his girlfriend and his sister Nancy in March of 2022, 
and their mutilated bodies were found near a site known to be frequented by hungry 
bears.  
 
Both Bob and Eduardo died in August, 2022.   
 
Liz died in her sleep in December, 2022.  Her estate is valued at $600,000.   
 
WHO GETS WHAT, AND WHY? 

 



 
QUESTION TWO  
 
Stephen and Grace married in 1980 after he returned home from a 2 year stint on a Coast 
Guard tour of duty.  They had 4 kids from 1983 to 1993, named Chico, Rico, Nico, and 
Blaise.  Not knowing that Blaise would soon appear, Stephen made a duly executed will 
in 1992 leaving 1/3 to his 3 kids, 1/3 to his brother David, and 1/3 to Grace.  He and 
Grace divorced in 2003, mostly due to money troubles and the stress of raising 4 kids.  
Stephen remarried in 2007, to a woman named Jezebel.  Steven became very sick in 
2008, and Jezebel divorced him in 2009.  Stephen died in 2019 while living in the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke, Massachusetts.   
 
His best friend (and roommate) while living there, Jock Lewing, also a Coast Guard 
veteran, committed suicide when he learned of Stephen’s death.  Jock had a duly 
executed will, leaving $10,000 each to distant relatives Patsy and Jenna, who were related 
to Jock through his great-great-great grandparents, and the remainder to Harvard Law 
School.  Patsy died a week before Jock did, leaving a husband and two minor children.  
Surprisingly, Jock had a bank account with almost $1 million in it.   
 
Chico fathered four children out of wedlock before dying in August of 2019.  Rico 
fathered two children out of wedlock before dying in September of 2019.  Nico and 
Blaise are both happily married, and each has one child from their respective marriages.  
 
Grace made a will after the birth of her third child, Nico.  In her duly executed will, she 
left $50,000 to each of her four sisters, $10,000 to each of her three children, and the 
residue of her estate to her three best friends, Kevin, Kory, and Kara.  Kara died in 2009, 
leaving one child, Faustina.  Grace died a few weeks ago with a bank account in her own 
name worth $430,000.  She also had a $100,000 life insurance policy, with $50,000 going 
to her sister Norma, and $50,000 going to her third cousin thrice removed, Anita, who 
died early last year, leaving two young children.  Norma died in 2020, leaving a child, 
Carmine. 
 
After divorcing Stephen, Jezebel met a nice man named Frank.  Prior to meeting Jezebel, 
Frank was married to (and divorced from) Arline, and they had 2 children, Snow and 
Rain (Arline was a bit of a hippie).  While married to Arline, Frank made a duly executed 
will which gave $100,000 to Perkins Institute For The Blind, $200,000 to Arline, and the 
residue of his estate to his 2 children.  Frank’s pension beneficiary was his wife Arline, 
and he never changed it after divorcing her.  Rain died 6 weeks ago, as a result of a tragic 
accident at the daycare center (she got run over by a frazzled and inattentive mother who 
had picked up her child at the daycare, and was backing out of her parking space).   
 
Jezebel and Frank married in September, 2020, and Frank died on their honeymoon.  
Frank died with a bank account (in his own name) that had $600,000 in it. 
 
Jezebel made a duly executed will upon her return from her sad honeymoon.  Her will 
gave $30,000 to her niece, Yolanda, and the residue to her brother, Enrique.  In 



November, 2020, because Yolanda needed the money to buy a house, Jezebel, upon 
advice of counsel (to take advantage of the $14,000 gift tax annual exclusion), gave a gift 
of $10,000 to Yolanda and $10,000 to her husband, Jeeves, in lieu of the $20,000.  
Jezebel told them it was an advance of what they would take under her will, and they 
thanked her profusely.  Jezebel died last week. 
 
One last thing.  Frank’s uncle Aaron, who died years ago, had a will which left 
everything to his daughter Ann, for life, and then to “Ann’s descendants who survive 
Ann, by right of representation.”  Ann, childless, unmarried and dying of terminal cancer, 
adopted her 47 year old best friend, Olivia, last month.  Ann passed away yesterday.  
 
 
WHO GETS WHAT, AND WHY? 
 
   
QUESTION THREE 
 
Zelda was born into wealth.  Her father, Samuel Worthington Goldman Sachs III, left her 
all of the stock in the company he founded (and ran until his death), Computer Solutions, 
Inc.  She was thus the sole owner of the corporation, owning 20,000 shares of stock.  
 
In 2017, upon the advice of counsel, she put $10,000,000 into a revocable trust, naming 
herself as trustee, and giving herself the income for life.  Her attorney, Mel Practisse, told 
her that there was absolutely no gift, estate, or income tax implications in doing so, so 
nothing was ever filed with the IRS.   Upon her death, the trust would be used to give 
income to her nieces for life, then to her nieces’ female children for life, then to her 
grandnieces’ female children for life, then to her great-grandnieces’ children for life, and 
then to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital, in fee simple.   
 
In 2018, also upon the advice of counsel, she made a duly executed will which left 
10,000 shares of her company to her brother, Mario, 10,000 shares to her other brother, 
Mark, and the residue of her estate to MSLAW. 
 
Later in 2018, Zelda adopted a 22 year old Malaysian orphan named Malika. 
 
In 2018, Zelda agreed to merge her company with Mammoth Pharmaceuticals Inc., in a 
stock for stock deal worth $50 million.  She received 5,000 shares of Mammoth stock as 
part of the deal.  In 2019, she bought another 1,000 shares of Mammoth stock. 
 
Zelda’s brother Mark was also smart, like his sister, but he was a bad and greedy person, 
and he was deeply upset that he inherited nothing from his father.  In early 2020, 
unwilling to wait for Zelda to die so he might get some of her money, he went down to 
the Florida Keys, brought Zelda back to his bungalow in Billerica, and murdered Zelda.  
Mark was tried for murder, but was (somehow) acquitted.  Malika sued him civilly, and 
two months ago, Mark was found, by a preponderance of the evidence, to be criminally 
accountable for the felonious and intentional killing of Zelda.  Mark committed suicide 



last week, leaving two minor children, Seth and Beth, and a (not-so) grieving widow 
named Jessica, and a duly executed will which left everything to Seth. The will never 
even mentioned his wife, or Beth.  
 
Zelda’s other brother, Mario, was a much nicer guy than Mark.  Also smart, he married a 
woman Gertie and became a very successful hedge fund manager.  They bought a house 
together, and they had two children, Bif and Chastity.  With attorney Juan’s assistance, 
Mario made a revocable trust and funded it with $2 million.  He got the income for life, 
and then it would go in fee simple to his children upon his death.  Mario’s will (also 
drafted by Juan), which he executed after the birth of his second child, had a few 
interesting things worth mentioning.  (Mario signed the will, then Juan signed it, and then 
they called in Juan’s secretary to sign it.  She was not happy about having to leave her 
cubicle, where she was posting stuff on Facebook, just to go to Juan’s office.  Mario had 
the will notarized a week later.)  First, Mario left his wife $100.  Second, he left his half 
of the house to his childhood friend, Samuel.  Third, he revoked the trust.  Fourth, he 
changed the beneficiary of his life insurance policy from his alma mater, Yale University, 
to his college roommate, Marty.  Fifth, he specifically disinherited his children.  Lastly, 
he left the residue of his estate to his hunting buddy, Guido. 
 
Mario and Guido went bear hunting two weeks ago.  Their dead bodies were found 
yesterday, mauled beyond recognition.  They were identified by their drivers’ licenses. 
 
Guido’s will was really short.  It said “I leave only $100 to my wife, $500 to each of my 
kids, and everything else to the Catholic Church.”  It was duly executed in his attorney’s 
office. (Juan, again.  Juan is tired of being a lawyer, and wants to become an ordained 
priest.)  Guido left behind a widow and three small children, and a bank account worth 
$1,000,000. 
 
 
WHO GETS WHAT, AND WHY? 
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