DISTRICT COURT CIVIL & CRIMINAL PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE
COURSE SYLLABUS
W 6:00-8:30
SPRING 2026

Professor Michael Dulany
Jmichaeldulany@gmail.com


DESCRIPTION:

The goal of this course is dually focused on preparing students for the Bar Exam and equipping students with a working practical knowledge of District Court Civil and Criminal practice and procedure such that they will be able to competently navigate the District Court once they become practitioners.


GRADING:

· Students will be graded on a number of in-class presentations/oral arguments.  Approx. 50% of grade.

· Students will have a final exam on the last class.  The exam will be a mix of multiple choice and essay questions. Approx. 50% of grade.

· Students may be expected to spend a morning or afternoon observing at Lawrence District Court.  

· Grade breakdown is subject to change.

TEXT:

Criminal:  Recommended but not required: Suppression Matters Under Massachusetts Law. Joseph Grasso, Jr. Christine McEvoy

Civil:  Recommended but not required:  Massachusetts District Court Civil Practice Manual, MCLE.




Part One: Small Claims (Civil):

· Jurisdiction:
· Personal Jurisdiction
· Subject Matter
· Venue

· The Complaint and Service
· Scope and Strategy
· Establishing Essential Elements
· Identifying proper parties (people and entities)
· Identifying relief sought
· Drafting requirements

· The Trial
· Burdens of Proof
· Rules of Evidence
· Trial before a Magistrate

· Post Trial Procedure
· Appeals
Part Two: District Court (Civil):

· Introduction

· Filing Requirements and Jurisdiction

· Automatic Dismissal Procedures
· Dismissal for Lack of Service
· Dismissal for Failure to Act upon Default

· Case Management Conference
· Purpose, Practical Considerations and Potential Sanctions

· Pretrial Conference

· Discovery and Dispositive Motions

· Trial Preparation and Trial Techniques

· Trial Motions and Posttrial Relief

· Summary Process Cases


Part Three: District Court (Criminal):

· The Complaint Procedure

· The Arraignment:
· Bail arguments.
· Motions pursuant to M. G. L. c. 276 58B and 58A.

· The Discovery Phase:
· What needs to be accomplished on Pretrial Hearing and Compliance and Election dates.  (This will include the discovery requirements of Rule 14 of the Massachusetts Rules of Criminal Procedure.)
· Pretrial conference reports and Discovery Motions.

· Suppression Issues:
· Overview of the 4th amendment and Article 14
· Filing Requirements
· Common Suppression Issues:
i. Invalid Stop
ii. Invalid Exit Order
iii. Lack of Probable Cause to Arrest
iv. Invalid Motor Vehicle Search
v. Search Warrants
vi. Plain View Seizures
vii. The Inventory Search
viii. Statements (voluntariness and Miranda)

· The Trial:
· Prepping your witnesses
· Motions in Limine and Qualifying expert witnesses
· Direct and Cross Examinations

· Opening Statements
· Closing Arguments
· Sentencing

· Post-Trial relief
· Motions for New Trial
A. Immigration issues
B. Other grounds


Additional Resources: 

Massachusetts Rules of Civil Procedure
https://www.mass.gov/law-library/massachusetts-rules-of-civil-procedure

Criminal Model Jury Instructions for the District Court
http://www.mass.gov/courts/court-info/trial-court/dc/dc-crim-model-jury-inst-gen.html

Massachusetts Rules of Criminal Procedure:
http://www.mass.gov/courts/case-legal-res/rules-of-court/criminal-procedure/

Massachusetts Guide to Evidence
http://www.mass.gov/courts/case-legal-res/guidelines/mass-guide-to-evidence/













