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SYLLABUS -   BAIL TO JAIL – Spring 2026
1. Meeting with client, preparation for bail hearing and arraignment.
2. Bail hearings and factors to be considered. Hearings under M.G.L.c 276 sec. 58A (dangerous hearing).
3. Bail arguments (prosecution and defense).
4. Role of the District Court. Does the case stay in District Court or go to Superior Court? District Court jurisdiction v. Superior Court jurisdiction. Probable cause or indictment. Benefits of the case remaining in District Court. Complaints v. Indictment. Role of the Grand Jury. Show cause hearing (clerk magistrate hearing).
5. Review of probation record (criminal history), probation revocation. 
6. Competency to stand trial. 
7. Investigation and interviewing techniques.
8. Polygraph.
9. District Court complaint, District court pretrial conference and report, pretrial  
motions, discovery.
10. Responsibility for filing pretrial Motions to Suppress (Terry ect.)       
11. Review of a police report and search warrant, warrantless searches.
12. Search incident to arrest, Miranda.
13. Identification procedures (lineups, photo array, ect.).
14. Defects in Complaint or Indictment, Double Jeopardy.
15. Speedy trial
16. Juror examination and selection. 
17. Opening statement, direct and cross-examination.
18. Privilege against self-incrimination.
19. Trial Motions, closing argument.
20. Plea Agreements.
21. Immigration consequences of criminal cases.



