MSL – ADR Prof. O’Connor, Spring 2026

MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF LAW
ADR PRACTICE SKILLS
Mediation & Conciliation Workshop

Spring 2026					Atty. Ann O’Connor
Tues./Thurs. 11:00


This course will be conducted in seminar format. Learning best practice skills through preparation for and participation in various ADR scenarios will comprise the core of the course. You and a partner will prepare your own presentations including written memos and participate in those of your classmates.

Text: 		 Alternative Dispute Resolution 
		 Jacqueline Nolan-Haley (West Publishing - 5th Ed.)


Jan.   20	Introduction and Overview of ADR
		Advantages/Disadvantages of ADR
		Class exercise
		Read p. 1-62
		
       22	Theories of Negotiation
		Power - Real and Perceived; Power Imbalances
		Ethical Considerations
		Lying vs. Puffing; Sense of Fairness

       27	Communication Skills
		Interpersonal Skills; Power of persuasion
	     	Mediation Overview
		Read p.75-124
		How much information do you divulge at ADR?
		Inventing Options to Settle; People vs. Problems

	29   	Mediation Class Exercises


Feb 	 3	Mediation
		Preparing your Client for Mediation
		Pre-Trial Memo
		
Feb.    5   	Mediation
		Maximizing the Potential of Mediation

      10-12	Mediation
		Duty to Opposing Counsel; Duty to Clients

Feb.   17-19 	Mediation

   	24-26  Mediation

March	  3     Arbitration Overview
		 Read p. 161-167, 210-214

 5   	Arbitration
		
      10- 12	Arbitration


March  67-20  Spring Break

 24-26   Arbitration
 
	  31	 Arbitration

April   2-7-9	 Conciliation 
		  Read pg. 241-254

45-16   Conciliation
		 Pre-Trial Conference
	        

       21-23    Conciliation

        28      Conciliation
                Mixed – Hybrid Procedures, Read p.269-280
                Mini-Trial; SJT  p. 245-251
		 
        30 	 Choosing the Appropriate Forum
		 Practical Tips for ADR
		 Review and Wrap Up
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